Latest debate: Should LHB Groups Be Allowed at Pride Parades and Events?

[image: ]
Shoppers, activists and festival-goers are watching a heated row unfold as an organisation for lesbian, gay and bisexual people says it has been excluded from this year’s Stockholm Pride programme , and organisers insist they set boundaries to protect safety and inclusion. Here’s what’s happening, why it matters and how the discussion could shape future Pride events.
Essential Takeaways
Who’s affected: LHB-förbundet, a Swedish association for lesbian, homosexual and bisexual people, says it has been repeatedly blocked from Stockholm Pride’s official programme. 
Core difference: LHB challenges the idea of an innate gender identity and upholds a two-sex view, which organisers say conflicts with Pride’s values. 
Organisers’ stance: Stockholm Pride and many activists argue the festival must exclude ideologies that invalidate people’s identities to keep attendees feeling safe. 
Mixed reactions: Some festival-goers call for broad inclusion and debate; others insist Pride needs limits to protect vulnerable community members. 
Practical effect: The dispute raises questions about who decides the official narrative at Pride and how events balance free expression with community safety.
What happened, in plain terms
This year’s Stockholm Pride has been a riot of colour and events, but one group says it’s been shut out of the official programme. Linn Saarinen, chair of LHB-förbundet, says the organisation first got a slot four years ago, but thereafter its proposals have been rejected. The group represents lesbians, gays and bisexuals but rejects the concept of a born gender identity and asserts there are two sexes , positions organisers say contradict Pride’s inclusivity goals.
Why organisers say they can refuse groups
Festival teams set a programme that’s meant to be safe and welcoming for people who are already marginalised. According to activists at the event, a deliberate policy to exclude messages that question the legitimacy of trans and non-binary identities is necessary so those attendees don’t feel threatened. Organisers have the legal and ethical leeway to curate an official programme; it’s their festival and they decide the boundaries, supporters argue.
Voices split on inclusion versus safety
Not everyone agrees. Some attendees told reporters they sympathise with LHB’s right to be present and to express differing views on gender. They see Pride as the place for intra-community debate, not exclusion. Others counter that when a message undermines a whole group’s existence, it crosses a line , and Pride should prioritise the safety and dignity of those most at risk.
The broader context: how Prides set rules today
Across the world, Pride festivals have evolved from protest marches into large civic events with sponsors, stages and formal programmes. That institutionalisation brings editorial choices. Some events emphasise open debate; others draw firm lines against viewpoints considered discriminatory. The choices organisers make affect who will march under what banners and whether smaller or dissenting groups participate outside the official programme.
What participants and organisers can do next
If you care about this issue, there are a few constructive moves. Organisers can publish clear guidelines about what content is excluded and why, to avoid confusion and accusations of arbitrary banning. Groups that feel excluded can still participate independently , marching, holding parallel events, or publishing reasoned critiques. And attendees can use the moment to ask how Pride balances free speech with protection of vulnerable people.
It's a delicate debate with no tidy answer, but it's one the community will keep talking about.
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