Best New Gregg Araki Film Makes Straight Sex Feel Deliciously Perverse
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Shoppers of cinema are flocking to Gregg Araki’s I Want Your Sex, a provocative, funny and oddly tender dive into desire, power and art , now opening wide and sparking debate over sex, kink and what counts as queer joy. It matters because it pushes boundaries while reaching a much bigger audience than Araki has seen before.
Essential Takeaways
Bold tone: The film mixes outright raunch , bondage, full-frontal nudity, playful prosthetics , with a sly sweetness that keeps it funny and human.
Role reversal: Araki flipped a former script to put the female character in control, making the story feel fresher and avoiding tone-deaf dynamics.
Standout casting: Olivia Wilde and Cooper Hoffman bring combustible chemistry, while Charli XCX, Johnny Knoxville and Margaret Cho add unexpected flavour.
Wide release: Opening on hundreds of US screens, the movie is reaching far beyond Araki’s usual cult audience.
Conversation starter: Expect debates about Gen Z, sexual liberation and how sex is shown on screen , the film is designed to provoke chat, not lecture.
A hook that smacks you with joy and disquiet
From the first outrageous image , yes, there’s a pink gum vagina , I Want Your Sex makes clear it wants to be mischievous and upsetting in equal measure. The film smells of cigarette smoke, gallery lacquer and nightclub sweat; it never lets you settle into comfort. According to reviews and critics, Araki balances explicitness with humour so the sex scenes read as part of the narrative rather than mere shock tactics. That’s deliberate: he wants viewers talking afterwards, not just looking away.
Araki’s background in queer cinema gives him confidence to push boundaries. The movie’s tonal audacity feels like a conscious attempt to reintroduce sex as a messy, significant force in films, an idea he’s been pounding at for decades. Practical tip: go with an open mind and expect to be amused, provoked and occasionally moved , it’s a full sensory ride.
Why flipping the gender dynamic mattered
The project began life as a more familiar intern-and-boss narrative, but after funding delays and the cultural shift of #MeToo, Araki rewrote it to place a woman as the dominant figure. That swap changed everything: Erika (Wilde) now drives the film’s erotic logic and cultural critique. Critics in several outlets note the script’s evolution makes the power play feel more interesting and less exploitative.
Contextually, this feels timely. Audiences are more sensitive to consent and power imbalances, and Araki’s decision shows how a rewrite can keep an old idea alive while avoiding predictable pitfalls. If you’re choosing a screening, pick a cinema that hosts a post-show Q&A , the director and cast relish conversation.
Gen Z, sexlessness and a director who wants them to take risks
Araki openly riffs on studies suggesting younger generations are having less sex, and his film reads partly as a plea: try, fail, learn. He’s already provoked hot takes online with comments about Gen Z “regretting” missed experiences. Critics report a divided reaction , some defensive, some emboldened , but that was clearly part of the intention.
For viewers younger than the director, the film can be read as both invitation and provocation. My practical note: if you’re watching with friends, be ready for different takes , some will find it liberating, others will feel uncomfortable. That’s not a flaw; it’s the point.
A satire of the art world that’s as tacky as it is sharp
Amid the sexual revelry, Araki skewers contemporary art’s performative outrage. Erika’s gallery of pop-feminist ephemera , shock sculptures and faux-provacative installations , is played for laughs and disgust in equal measure. The satire lands because it’s recognisably authentic: the kind of gallery piece a finance-bro might buy to look cultured.
That layer gives the movie teeth beyond the bedroom set-pieces. It’s also why the soundtrack and styling feel purposely glossy and overcooked , Araki is sending up both the artist and the market that commodifies her. If you like films with a social sting wrapped in bright, loud packaging, this hit will be pleasing.
Will it offend? Probably. Will it matter? Definitely.
Expect controversy. Some will complain the film is too explicit, others will praise its candour; still more will argue about whether it treats queer identity fairly. Araki wears his politics plainly: he wants to inject queer joy into a grim world and to resist the cultural repression he sees. Critics point out that while mainstream representation metrics may lag, there’s a thriving queer cinema scene if you know where to look , and Araki’s new film is trying to bridge arthouse provocation with a larger audience.
If you’re wondering whether to see it: it’s best approached like spicy food , not for every palate, but thrilling if you like heat and texture. Go with curiosity.
It's a small cinematic push that wants to wake you up , and maybe make you rethink what counts as perverse.
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