Best Guide to Brighton & Hove Pride Parade 2026 — route, changes and tips

[image: ]
Brimming with colour and music, Brighton & Hove Pride returns on Saturday 1 August, drawing hundreds of thousands to the seafront and streets; here’s what’s changed this year, where the parade now finishes, and practical tips for enjoying the 35th-anniversary celebrations without the stress.
Essential takeaways
New parade finish: The procession will now end at Preston Circus, with participants dispersing on Beaconsfield Road.
Where festival continues: Spectators and Pride on the Park ticket-holders still make their way up to Preston Road and Preston Park for the main events.
Start time and scale: The parade sets off at 11am from Hove Lawns, with up to around 300,000 people expected to watch or join in.
Plan for travel: Road closures and public-transport changes will be in place across the weekend; check official maps and resident guidance.
Festival highlights: The two-day event includes the Pride Street Party on Marine Parade, Pride on the Park at Preston Park, and headline stars including Raye, Diana Ross, Jessie J, RuPaul and Paris Hilton.
What actually changed about the parade finish?
Brighton organisers confirmed a last-minute tweak: instead of ending the procession in Preston Park as in previous years, the parade will draw to a close at Preston Circus where marchers will disperse along Beaconsfield Road. It’s a short but significant reroute for anyone used to the old flow, and it matters if you habitually position yourself near the park for meet-ups or wheelchair access. According to Brighton Pride’s official materials, the full route map is available online, so pin it to your phone before you leave home.
Why this matters for spectators and ticket-holders
If you planned to meet friends at the old finishing point you’ll need to adjust plans, but the good news is spectators and those with Pride on the Park tickets still head up to Preston Road and Preston Park as normal. That means the core festival footprint , the Park, Marine Parade street party and the headline stages , remains intact. VisitBrighton and local guidance pages highlight resident and visitor notes, so skim those for pedestrian access points and recommended meeting zones.
Getting there and getting around , practical travel tips
Road closures and altered bus routes are an annual reality for Pride, and 2026 is no different. Trains to Brighton are the most reliable option for many, but arrive early: the station and seafront get very busy. If you drive, expect diversions and limited parking; consider park-and-ride options or drop-offs outside the busiest zones. Bring comfy shoes and a small day bag , hydration stations and first-aid points are part of the festival plan, but queues form fast.
Sights, sounds and the 35th-anniversary theme
This year marks Pride’s 35th anniversary, themed “the power of love” to honour the community’s protest, unity and resilience through tough chapters like Clause 28 and the AIDS crisis. The parade itself remains a colourful showcase of local charities, community groups, small businesses and public services, while the Street Party on Marine Parade and Pride on the Park at Preston Park deliver the music and carnival atmosphere. Expect a mix of nostalgic reflection and full-on celebration , your ears might still remember older anthems even as the headline acts bring modern pop fireworks.
Who’s playing and what to expect at the festival stages
The two-day line-up is bold: Raye, Diana Ross, Jessie J, RuPaul and Paris Hilton are among the names drawing crowds. Brighton & Hove Pride’s programming blends international stars with local performers and community stages, so you’ll get big production moments alongside grassroots creativity. If you’ve got a favourite act, check set times early and work out how long it takes to move between stages , the park can be slow to traverse when it’s full.
Closing line
Plan a little, pack a lot of patience, and this year’s Pride , with its new finish and 35th-anniversary pulse , should be unforgettable.
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