Best Brighton Pride 2024 Guide: What to Know About This Year's Big Weekend
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Shoppers, revellers and locals are flocking to Brighton as Pride returns for its 35th anniversary, promising music, colour and conversation , plus questions about representation, sponsorship and who feels welcome. Here’s what to expect, where to go and why this weekend matters.
Essential Takeaways
Huge turnout: Hundreds of thousands are expected across the weekend, creating a festival feel and busy transport links.
Celebratory mood: Performances and community groups, like Rainbow Chorus, set a joyous, upbeat tone with dancing and singing.
Contested space: Some critics argue Pride has become commercial; organisers and activists are navigating tensions over sponsorship and inclusivity.
Logistics to know: Trains and streets will be busier than usual; plan travel and meeting points, and check accessibility info.
Safety and values: Organisers have released statements about sponsors and specific controversies , keep an eye on official channels for guidance.
A jubilant start: music, choir and dance on the seafront
Brighton Pride kicked off with a palpable buzz, the kind of seaside warmth that mixes sun cream, sequins and song. According to participants interviewed before the parade, choirs and community groups brought a bright, communal energy that set the tone for the day.
That celebratory feel is part of why people return year after year. Performers like the Rainbow Chorus told BBC Radio Sussex they planned to "dance the day away", and you can expect pop, drag and live acts across multiple stages. If you want the full spectacle, arrive early to stake out a pavement spot or book a front-row area at one of the main stages.
Why Brighton Pride still matters , and why some feel conflicted
Pride festivals have been criticised for drifting towards big commercial events rather than grassroots protest. In Brighton, that tension shows up in debates about sponsorship and which groups get a platform. Organisers say sponsorship keeps the festival accessible and varied, while critics worry it steers the event away from its activist roots.
This year's organisers have published statements addressing specific sponsors and partnerships, aiming to be transparent and responsive. If you’re coming as an activist or ally, think about which events or marches align with the causes you care about , there are still plenty of community-led fringe events alongside the headline acts.
Practical travel tips: trains, crowds and meeting points
Expect heavy rail traffic and packed streets. Greater Thameslink Railways staff attending Pride spoke about the event's importance and the changing diversity of workplaces, but they also warned that services will be busier than usual. Plan your travel early, allow extra time for queues, and pre-arrange simple meeting spots with friends , the statue on the seafront or a named cafe work well.
If you have accessibility needs, check Brighton Pride and local transport pages for details on step-free access, quiet zones and medical points. Bring water, a small fan for hot spells, and a portable phone charger , you'll thank yourself later.
Controversies and community responses: sponsorship and delegation disputes
This year saw a handful of flashpoints, including criticism from some groups over the exclusion or acceptance of particular delegations and the festival’s stance on certain issues. Community publications and local outlets have reported on accusations and rebuttals, and organisers have issued clarifying statements to address concerns.
The upshot for attendees is simple: be curious but considerate. Conversations about belonging and representation are happening on stages and in conversations across the city. If you want to support marginalised voices, look for hosted talks, small-group panels and charities on site.
How to make the most of the weekend , events, fringe and family options
Beyond the parade, Brighton Pride has a packed programme , gigs, club nights, family areas and daytime markets. Time Out and local listings are great for spotting pop-up events and quieter daytime options if you prefer less crowded spaces.
Bring comfortable shoes, sun protection and a small day bag with essentials. Families will find designated family spaces and calmer programming; festival-goers looking for nightlife should check set times to avoid missing headline acts. And if you spot a stall supporting a local charity or community group, stopping by is a nice way to give back to the city that hosts the party.
It's a small change that can make every visit more inclusive and enjoyable.
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