Best Queenstown Pride Alternative: Frisky’s Big Gay Chill Weekend
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Shoppers are booking flights back to Queenstown as Frisky turns a cancelled festival into a sunlit, snowy weekend of food, drag and dance; the Big Gay Chill Weekend gives the rainbow community local-friendly events on 4–5 September, a low-key Pride alternative that still feels like a proper celebration.
Essential Takeaways
Three welcoming events: Come Together drinks, a two-course Devil’s Long Lunch, and a Winter Olympics Sportswear Party make up the weekend.
Local flavour: SODA hosts the lunch with regional food and wine, drag hosts and prize giveaways from Queenstown businesses.
Big-name performers: Miss Geena, Ney Like A Horse and DJ James Johnson are on the bill, plus rising local talent.
Party vibe: Expect uplifting house, disco and late-night euphoria from 10pm–4am at Rhino’s; costumes encouraged.
Community-focused: Frisky emphasises inclusion, platforms for emerging queer artists and quick grassroots organising.
How a cancelled festival sparked a spontaneous Pride substitute
When Winter Pride announced a year-long break, a gap opened in Queenstown’s winter calendar and plenty of planned trips were suddenly in limbo. Frisky’s producers, having already booked flights, decided to keep their plans and invite others along. The result feels refreshingly DIY: a weekend that’s deliberately smaller and friendlier, but still full of colour and lift. It’s the sort of response that says community resilience matters as much as a headline festival.
What to expect from the Devil’s Long Lunch and why it matters
The Saturday lunch at SODA pairs two-course local fare with drag hosting and generous prize giveaways, all in central Queenstown. It’s the kind of event where the food is local and the laughs are loud; imagine warming up with good wine and a flamboyant performance. For visitors, it’s an easy way to connect with the town’s hospitality scene. If you prefer quieter socialising, book early and arrive when doors open to nab a cosy table.
The Winter Olympics Sportswear Party: costume tips and the soundtrack
Saturday night’s main event at Rhino’s runs late, 10pm until 4am, and invites playful takes on sportswear, from retro ski suits to tennis whites. Musically, Frisky leans on uplifting house, disco and driving tech-house to move a crowd. Dress for both style and warmth: alpine-adjacent outer layers look great for photos but leave room to shed as the night heats up. Bring comfy shoes, the dancefloor’s the point.
Why Frisky is more than a party brand
Frisky has expanded across New Zealand by focusing less on size and more on atmosphere and opportunity. The team says their goal isn’t to be the biggest, but the party people return to, and that ethos translates into giving emerging DJs and performers a platform alongside bigger names. That approach matters in smaller cities like Queenstown, where independent events help diversify the queer calendar and keep local venues humming through slow seasons.
Quick practical tips for planning a chilled, rainbow-friendly Queenstown trip
Book early for the lunch and main party, and check Frisky’s website for ticket bundles. Plan travel with weather in mind, it’s Alpine country, so layers and flexible plans are sensible. If you’re coming from out of town, consider supporting local sponsors and businesses mentioned on the listings; it keeps the weekend sustainable. Most of all, come ready to join in: Frisky’s parties reward participation more than spectatorship.
It's a small pivot that keeps Pride spirit alive in Queenstown, simple, social and properly frisky.
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