Best Brighton Pride 2026 Preview: Safety, Solidarity and Why Berlin Will Be Front and Centre
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Shoppers are turning their thoughts to Brighton as the city prepares for its biggest Pride weekend yet , a 35th anniversary marked by big acts, big crowds and a sombre focus on the recent Berlin attack, with organisers and police stressing safety and solidarity.
Essential Takeaways
High turnout expected: Around 300,000 people are due to take part or watch the parade, with up to 450,000 across the city over the weekend.
Safety measures visible: Armed firearms officers will be deployed alongside uniformed and plain‑clothed police as part of a year‑long planning process to reassure attendees.
Anniversary and history: This Pride marks 35 years of the parade’s return and honours early activists and the courage it took to be visible.
Programme highlights: More than 150 LGBT+ acts are scheduled, with headliners including Raye and Diana Ross for Pride on the Park.
Spirit and focus: Organisers are framing the weekend as celebration and protest, but also a moment to reflect on Berlin and the wider pressure on LGBT+ rights.
Opening hook: Berlin’s attack changes the mood
Brighton’s weekend of colour and noise will carry a quieter undertow this year as organisers make the recent Berlin Pride attack a focal point for reflection. The images from Berlin , candles, flowers and flags at the Brandenburg Gate , are still fresh in people’s minds, and that emotional weight is expected to sit alongside the usual euphoria of the parade. Organisers say it’s a chance to mourn, remember and then keep showing up.
Backstory and context: Why this anniversary matters
Brighton’s Pride has a deep history , the first march in 1973, a gap until 1991, and now a 35th anniversary milestone that explicitly honours early activists. That story matters because it frames Pride not just as a festival but as a sustained struggle for visibility and rights. Organisers and older attendees often recall a time when being seen could mean abuse; now the parade is both celebration and a statement that the community persists.
Safety and reassurance: Armed officers and planning, not panic
Sussex Police will deploy armed firearms officers alongside plain‑clothed and uniformed personnel, which the force says is standard practice for events of this scale and part of months of planning. Organisers stress this isn’t a knee‑jerk reaction, but a reassurance measure to help people feel safe and enjoy themselves. If you’re coming, expect visible security but also dedicated stewarding and information points , it’s worth checking official guidance beforehand so you know where to meet friends or find help.
What to see and do: Music, parade and generational divas
The weekend is stacked: a city‑wide programme featuring more than 150 LGBT+ acts, a community parade through the streets, and headline performances at Pride on the Park. There’s a deliberate mix of generations on stage , contemporary pop with Raye and an iconic throwback with Diana Ross, whose links to the community and landmark moments of support add an emotional bookmark to the anniversary. Plan your day so you don’t miss the main parade and key sets.
Practical tips for attendees: How to enjoy Pride and stay prepared
Bring water, a small portable charger and a plan for meeting points in case your phone dies in the crowds. If you’re travelling into the city, allow extra time for transport and security checks. Respect the boundaries of private homes and local residents , Pride is huge for the city, but it’s still lived‑in Brighton. Finally, if the mood turns reflective during tributes, give space to people who need it; solidarity looks like both celebration and silence sometimes.
Reaction and outlook: A festival that remembers and resists
Organisers emphasise that showing up is itself an answer to violence , “we are coming out and we are not going away” is the sentiment driving this weekend. That combination of joy and defiance is what has kept Brighton Pride a defining moment in the calendar, and it’s likely to feel especially poignant this year. Look for moments of togetherness, music that heals and the small acts of remembrance scattered through the programme.
It's a small change that can make every parade safer and every cheer mean more.
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