Best Queer NYFW Moments to Watch: DapperQ’s 11th Annual Show at Brooklyn Museum
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Shoppers and spectators are gearing up for DapperQ’s 11th Annual Queer New York Fashion Week show on 10 September 2026, a fierce, joy-filled runway at the Brooklyn Museum that doubles as cultural resistance; expect trans and non-binary designers, an inclusive afterparty, and a reminder that visibility matters now more than ever.
Essential Takeaways
When and where: September 10, 2026, at Brooklyn Museum, with a 6–8pm Sip and Shop and an 8:15pm runway start. 
Who’s on the runway: Designers such as ATASHI RTW, BoiPKG, DYKEMINT, Harley De Oliveira and others, plus trans, non-binary and queer models. 
Why it matters: The show answers rising museum censorship by centring queer visibility and creative freedom. 
What to expect: Immersive community programming, vendor pop-ups, and a celebratory afterparty open to all. 
Ticket note: This is one of the world’s largest LGBTQ+ fashion shows; tickets are available and press inquiries go through the organisers.
A runway as resistance , the hook you’ll feel in the first row
DapperQ’s 11th edition lands at the Brooklyn Museum at a moment when queer arts are facing increasing pressure, and that tension is part of the show’s electricity. You can almost feel the room: bright fabrics, bold silhouettes, and a low, determined hum from a community refusing to be sidelined. According to recent reporting, exhibitions with LGBTQ themes have been altered or postponed across the country, so this runway is intentionally loud and public. If you want to see fashion that doubles as a political statement, this is the place.
How DapperQ built a decade of queer visibility
DapperQ has spent the last ten years turning an alternative take on menswear and queer style into an institution of its own. The 10th Annual Show set a template for celebration and defiance, and organisers say this latest edition keeps that DNA intact while expanding the roster of designers and community programming. For fans of independent labels, it’s a chance to meet makers at the Sip and Shop and to watch designers whose work is as much about identity as it is about stitch.
Designers and casting , who to watch on the runway
Keep an eye on names like ATASHI RTW, BoiPKG and DYKEMINT, whose collections tend to mix craftsmanship with radical selfhood. The show’s commitment to trans and non-binary talent means you’ll see styles that break conventional tailoring rules and reimagine gendered silhouettes. For shoppers, the Sip and Shop offers a tactile way to test fabrics and sizes; for editors, it’s a reminder that the next big trend often starts outside the mainstream.
The wider context: cultural institutions, censorship, and community response
Across museums and galleries, curators have reported postponements and changes to queer-themed exhibitions, a backdrop that makes DapperQ’s public celebration more than symbolic. Organisers frame the runway as a reclamation of narrative, fashion here isn’t neutral, it’s a form of speech and survival. That matters for audiences as much as it does for designers, because visibility on a high-profile stage helps translate marginalised work into wider commercial and cultural opportunities.
Practical tips: how to attend, what to bring, and who it’s for
Buy tickets early, this show draws a crowd and sells out fast. Arrive in time for the Sip and Shop to connect with vendors and try on pieces before the runway begins; comfortable shoes are a must for navigating galleries and afterparties. If you’re covering the event, request press credentials ahead of time. And if you’re attending as a first-timer, expect a warm, celebratory atmosphere, bring an open mind and a camera for the street-style moments.
It's a small change that can make every fashion moment louder and safer.
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