Best NYC Black Pride Events 2024: What to Know Before You Go
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Shoppers of community moments are turning out: NYC Black Pride returns Aug. 19 for five days of health talks, heritage celebrations, ballroom energy and nightlife, bringing together Black LGBTQ New Yorkers in Manhattan to celebrate resilience and reckon with ongoing threats to rights and healthcare.
Essential Takeaways
When and where: NYC Black Pride runs Aug. 19–23 with core events in Manhattan, including Chelsea, Harlem and Hudson River Park. 
Health focus: The festival opens with the Health as a Human Right Conference, marking decades of HIV/AIDS activism and current healthcare concerns. 
Signature nights: Expect the Latex Ball at Terminal 5 and the Heritage Awards and Mr. & Miss Black Pride International at the Renaissance Harlem Hotel. 
Practical details: Mr. & Miss entry is $100 by Aug. 14; winners receive cash prizes. A free health fair happens at Pier 84 on Aug. 22. 
Vibe: Events mix education, ceremony and spectacle, think voguing, latex glamour and community recognition, while connecting people to services.
A strong start: Health as a Human Right sets the tone
The festival opens with a conference that feels both solemn and energising, centred on resilience and the long fight against HIV/AIDS. According to event organisers, this year’s sessions mark the CDC report’s 45th anniversary and a 40‑year look at how Black communities mobilised in response. Expect conversations with city and state health officials, practical resources and a sense of steely hope.
This programming matters because healthcare debates are headline news; organisers say attacks on access and inclusion make these discussions urgent. If you’re interested in policy or prevention, arrive early, bring questions and pick up local service information from tables staffed by public health teams.
Heritage, honours and changemakers: the awards bring community stories forward
The Heritage Awards Ceremony returns to Harlem with a new “changemakers” feature highlighting people who’ve moved the needle. Names on this year’s list span activism, arts and municipal leadership, from Qween Jean, who recently made theatre history, to local organisations and civic offices.
Ceremonies like this are quieter than a dance floor but just as powerful; they stitch personal histories into a public record. If you want to meet community leaders or hear bite‑sized oral histories, the Renaissance Harlem Hotel event is a compact way to catch those stories.
Latex Ball and ballroom culture: education meets spectacle
Terminal 5 will host the Latex Ball on Aug. 22, a GMHC‑led night that mixes competitive voguing, fashion and HIV prevention messaging. GMHC frames the night as Triple E, Education, Entertainment, Empowerment, so it’s not only a party but a platform for outreach and safer‑sex messaging.
Expect bold fashion, loud music and performers who know how to put on a show. If you’re new to ballroom culture, go with an open mind and steady footwear; the energy is contagious and the messaging is woven into the performances.
Mr. & Miss Black Pride International: community pageantry with a prize
The pageant returns the same afternoon as the Heritage Awards, with categories from swimwear to talent and a practical Q&A round. It’s free for spectators, but competitors must enter by Aug. 14 and pay a $100 fee; the top prize is $2,000.
Pageantry here is less about glamour alone and more about platform and purpose, contestants often use the stage to raise awareness about issues affecting Black LGBTQ people. If you’re thinking of entering, practise your interview and prepare a short platform statement.
Health fair, parties and how to plan your weekend
Saturday’s health fair at Pier 84 runs noon–6pm and pairs perfectly with evening events; it’s a low‑pressure way to access screening info, resources and services. Meanwhile, organisers say additional nightlife programming will be announced, and there’s the regular Sanctuary night hosted weekly by the NYC Black Pride lead.
Practical tips: check NYCBlackPride.org for final schedules, book tickets for indoor events like the Latex Ball in advance, wear layers for outdoor programming by the river, and bring ID if you’re accessing healthcare services. Public transport is the easiest way around Manhattan during festival days.
It's a small change that can make every visit more connected and meaningful.
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