Best Folkestone Pride 2026 Moments That Turned the Seaside Town Rainbow-Coloured

[image: ]
Bursting with colour and soundtrack-ready energy, Folkestone Pride 2026 saw hundreds of people pack the Old High Street and Leas Bandstand for a day of parade, performances and community celebration , a family-friendly, LGBTQIA+ led festival that mattered locally and felt joyously huge.
Essential Takeaways
Huge turnout: Thousands gathered across the parade route and Leas Bandstand for day-long performances and the sold-out afterparty.
Standout acts: Drag icon Tiana Biscuit hosted, while Chappell Roan tribute act Midwest Princess and The Homoparody Dance Troupe delivered crowd-pleasing sets.
Family-friendly vibe: The main-stage programme balanced high camp with accessible activities for all ages.
After-dark energy: The official “OutOut” Afterparty at the Quarterhouse sold out, with BBC Radio 1 DJ Jaguar headlining.
Community impact: Folkestone Pride is a registered charity and LGBTQIA+ led group, already planning more events for 2027.
A parade that painted the High Street rainbow-bright
The day opened with a parade that marched from the bottom of the Old High Street to Sandgate Road, a bright and noisy ribbon of colour and music. Onlookers cheered as floats and performers sashayed past, creating an infectious, feel-good buzz. According to local event pages, this procession has become the spine of the festival , easy for families to watch, vibrant enough to stop traffic and draw the whole town out. If you’re planning to join next year, bring comfortable shoes and a flag; you’ll want to be on your feet.
Leas Bandstand: glamour, pop and proper singalongs
The Leas Bandstand hosted a family-friendly extravaganza that balanced camp spectacle with mainstream pop appeal. Tiana Biscuit’s hosting kept the energy electric while Midwest Princess delivered a pure pop euphoria that had the crowd singing and dancing. Creative folk venues like this are perfect for accessible live shows; expect a mix of choreography, audience interaction and those buzzy sunlit moments that feel like a seaside festival at its best.
High camp meets precision choreography
If you love choreography with a wink, The Homoparody Dance Troupe supplied jaw-dropping routines, and the Queer Line Dance Club proved there’s room for every style at Pride. The performances leaned into theatricality without feeling exclusive, which is one reason the event draws such a mixed crowd. For performers and spectators alike, Pride is as much about skill and spectacle as it is about community, and that balance was on full display.
Nightfall moved the glitter indoors , and sold out
When the sun dipped, the party didn’t stop, it shifted. Folkestone’s Quarterhouse hosted the official OutOut Afterparty, which sold out and featured Jaguar from BBC Radio 1. The evening programme transformed the outdoor family vibe into a packed, high-energy club atmosphere. For festivalgoers who prefer a later tempo, the afterparty is where the dancefloor energy spikes , buy tickets early next year if you don’t want to miss it.
Why this matters beyond one sunny Saturday
Folkestone Pride is a registered charity and is run by an LGBTQIA+ led organisation that keeps momentum going all year. Organisers celebrated the day as a success and hinted at more community events for 2027, which matters because Pride here isn’t just an annual party , it’s local campaigning, fundraising and visibility rolled into one. If you want to support or get involved, the official Folkestone Pride site lists volunteering, donation and event opportunities.
It's a small change that makes every parade, performance and late-night beat a little more meaningful.
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