Best Brighton Pride DJs 2026: Gok Wan, Line‑Up Highlights and Why Pride Still Matters
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Shoppers and festivalgoers are flocking to Brighton this summer as Brighton Pride 2026 promises big names, big crowds and a powerful statement of community; Gok Wan is on the bill and his message about online hate and visibility is a reminder of why these celebrations still matter.
Essential takeaways
Headline act energy: Brighton Pride’s street party features pop and DJ sets that aim to be joyful and vocal, with Gok Wan among the headliners. 
Big crowd expected: Organisers anticipate huge attendance at the seafront events, creating a buzzy, carnival atmosphere. 
Pride with purpose: Recent events in Berlin have sharpened the political edge of Pride, underscoring solidarity and safety. 
Online abuse persists: High-profile figures report continued queer hate in DMs and on social platforms, prompting more reporting and calls for enforcement. 
Festival tips: Comfort, personality and practical packing (small crossbody, layers, comfy boots) make for a better Pride experience.
Gok Wan brings pop sparkle and a clear message
Gok Wan’s DJ set is billed as party‑first and very vocal, a mix that promises sparkle and singalongs on Brighton’s seafront. The stylist‑turned‑DJ says playing to a huge, relaxed summer crowd gives him joy and keeps him fit, and he’s ready to bring that energy to the street party. According to local listings, he’s one of several personalities set to perform, helping create a lively, inclusive soundtrack for the weekend.
He’s spoken openly about receiving vile queer hate online and the need to report it rather than shrug it off. That’s a cue for festival organisers and attendees alike: visibility is a celebration, but it also brings responsibilities around safety and solidarity.
A line‑up that mixes pop, club and cultural moments
Brighton Pride’s 2026 programming leans into variety , DJs, classic pop names and newer chart acts share stages across the weekend. It’s the sort of line‑up that draws half a million people in a typical year, and this one is shaping up to be no different. Expect big pop moments interspersed with dance‑floor bangers and DJ sets designed to keep energy high into the night.
For punters who love to plan, that variety means you can curate your own festival vibe: family‑friendly daytime, raucous street party nights, and quieter zones for a breather.
Why Pride is still political , and why that matters
Recent attacks at Pride events elsewhere in Europe have reminded everyone that these celebrations are not just parties. Coverage and reporting from international outlets have highlighted security concerns and the political stakes of visibility. That’s why high‑profile allies performing at Pride can amplify messages about equality and help normalise support across wider audiences.
Pride remains a show of force for communities who face legal and social backlash in other countries. When celebrities and DJs join crowds, they boost the signal that people are not alone , and that solidarity can be loud, joyful and defiant all at once.
Online hate hasn’t gone away , reporting makes a difference
Public figures say abuse has moved from the streets into private messages and social feeds, where anonymity makes cruelty feel safer for perpetrators. There’s growing pressure on platforms and law enforcement to treat targeted queer hate as a serious problem rather than everyday trolling. Reporting incidents, even when it feels small, helps build cases and challenges the idea that nothing can be done.
If you or someone you know receives hateful messages, save the evidence, report to the platform, and consider reporting to police if threats are made. Festival organisers also increasingly offer clear reporting points on site , use them.
How to enjoy Brighton Pride: tips from people who know festivals
Dress for danceability: sequins and cowboy boots sound fun and they work, but make comfort the priority so you can move and stay out late. Pack a small crossbody with essentials , phone, keys, cash/cards, a compact reusable bottle and a foldable poncho , and you’ll thank yourself. Plan meeting points with friends and note the nearest medical and security stations when you arrive.
And go early. The best bits of Pride are often the spontaneous street moments between stages as much as the headline sets.
It's a small change that can make every Pride experience safer and more joyful.
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