Latest: Valentino Lázaro Speaks Out After Alleged Homophobic Attack in San Andrés
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Shoppers of stories and followers alike are watching as influencer Valentino Lázaro claims he was assaulted in San Andrés , an episode he links to his sexual orientation. The allegation raises questions about safety for LGBTIQ+ visitors, local responses and how to report hate-motivated incidents while on holiday.
Essential Takeaways
Allegation reported: Valentino Lázaro says he was verbally and physically attacked in San Andrés after a confrontation over his way of speaking. 
Accused motive: The influencer links the incident to homophobic discrimination rather than a random dispute. 
No official confirmation yet: Local authorities had not publicly confirmed an investigation or identified suspects at the time of reporting. 
Reporting routes: The Archipelago government advises reporting external aggression to the Inspección de Policía and family-related incidents to the Comisaría de Familia. 
Pattern of incidents: Lázaro previously reported a homophobic attack in Medellín, suggesting a worrying repeat for public figures in Colombia.
He says it started over a scooter fare , and escalated fast
Valentino’s account begins with a small practical detail: hiring a local motorbike taxi for a return fare. He says an increase in price followed when the driver noticed how he expressed himself. The tension, he claims, quickly turned into verbal abuse and then physical contact , a punch to the arm and a kick to the stomach. It’s an intimate, unsettling image that underlines how everyday interactions can flip into violence for people from marginalised groups.
According to local coverage, Valentino brought the episode to his followers via social media, explaining why he felt targeted and why he wanted the world to know. The scene feels unfortunately familiar; content creators often turn to their platforms first when they want witnesses, support or simply to be heard.
Authorities, procedures and the limits of proof
The Archipelago’s administration has established clear reporting channels: the Inspección de Policía handles incidents involving outsiders, while family-related aggression goes through the Comisaría de Familia. A gender and LGBT+ group within the Secretariat of Security and Citizen Coexistence also offers guidance on complaint procedures.
Valentino said he approached the police on the island but was told there was little they could do without proof. That raises a common dilemma in hate-crime reporting: unless there are witnesses, medical records or video, investigations can stall. It’s a reminder to anyone facing similar abuse to document as much as possible , photos of injuries, audio or video, witnesses’ names and timestamps , and to ask for official incident reports when speaking to officers.
Not an isolated report , a pattern that worries advocates
This isn’t the first time the influencer has alleged homophobic violence. He previously reported an attack in Medellín in 2024 where he and a friend were beaten after hearing homophobic slurs. Incidents involving public figures can serve as an uncomfortable mirror: they show both the vulnerability people face and how visible voices can bring attention to bigger social problems.
Observers and rights groups say that repeating reports matter because they reveal patterns rather than one-off flare-ups. If nothing else, they push authorities and tourism bodies to be clearer about prevention, training and the support available for victims.
Practical advice if you face discrimination while travelling
If you or someone you’re with faces verbal or physical violence while away from home, take these practical steps: prioritise safety first , move to a public place and seek help from bystanders; document injuries and any abusive remarks; ask the local police for an incident number and a written report; contact your consulate or embassy if you’re an international visitor; and reach out to local LGBT+ support services for guidance and emotional support.
Travel insurance may cover certain incidents; however, insurers often ask for police reports and medical bills, so records matter. If local officers are reluctant to act, insist on speaking to a supervisor and consider contacting national or regional human rights organisations for advocacy.
What this means for San Andrés and public conversation
Stories like Valentino’s provoke hard conversations about safety, hospitality and how tourist destinations handle discrimination. For the island’s reputation , and the comfort of visitors and residents who are LGBTIQ+ , a transparent, empathetic response from authorities would help. Even small measures, such as clearer reporting instructions at tourist centres and training for transport providers, can make a difference.
And as always with social-media-born allegations, independent verification matters. Authorities, local government and any agencies involved should be given space to investigate, while advocates press for victims to receive support and for communities to reflect on inclusivity.
It's a small change that can make every trip safer for everyone.
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