Best Response for LGBT Allies After the Berlin Pride Attack: Why Company Matters
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Watch closely: the Berlin Pride attack has forced a reckoning among LGBT allies about who they march with, where solidarity becomes dangerous, and why listening to gay Jews and other targeted communities matters right now. This matters for activists across Europe and beyond, because public safety, compassion and strategy are all at stake.
Essential Takeaways
Confirmed suspect: Authorities say Abdul Ballou, a German citizen with Lebanese roots, is linked to the attack and reportedly pledged allegiance to IS in material found on his phone, according to AP and other outlets. 
Attack context: The incident targeted Pride attendees, amplifying fears that Islamist extremists view LGBTQ+ people as explicit targets. 
Community divide: Some LGBT activists who backed Palestinian solidarity have dismissed warnings from gay Jews and others; the Berlin attack has made that divide politically and emotionally raw. 
Complex solidarity: Supporting Palestinian civilians is legitimate; endorsing movements or rhetoric that align with groups hostile to LGBT people or Jews is risky and morally fraught. 
Safety first: Activists and event organisers need to reassess partnerships, monitor rhetoric, and protect vulnerable communities at public actions.
What happened in Berlin , facts that change the conversation
The sharpest fact is simple and chilling: police and media reports identify Abdul Ballou as the man linked to the Pride attack, and investigators reportedly found material in which he claims allegiance to Islamic State. Reuters and the Associated Press have provided confirming details, and European outlets have been tracking the case closely. That grim detail reframes the event from a local disturbance into part of a pattern of Islamist attacks that explicitly target LGBT people as well as other minorities.
Understanding that context helps explain why many gay Jews and other queer people feel ignored when they raise alarms. This isn’t just political manoeuvring; it’s a safety warning prompted by a real and present risk. For anyone organising or attending marches, that matters more than badge lines.
Why some LGBT solidarity efforts have become contentious
There’s a clear distinction between standing with Palestinian civilians and aligning with movements or slogans that implicitly endorse the dismantling of Israel. Many in the queer community marched for solidarity with Palestinians, and that impulse is understandable and humane. But when rallies include voices that call for Israel’s destruction, or when organisers accept partnerships with groups linked to Islamist extremism, those choices have consequences.
This is why accusations of “pinkwashing” can feel fraught. Pointing to visible queer leaders in Israel or to Pride celebrations in Tel Aviv is not meant to erase other injustices; it’s to highlight that some queer people view Israel as, at times, a refuge. Dismissing that experience can shut down valuable, lived testimony about threats to queer safety.
How organisers and allies can make better choices now
Practical steps can reduce risk without silencing solidarity. Vet partner groups and speakers before events, make clear codes of conduct about language that endorses violence, and ensure security assessments are current. If you’re organising a march, check with local law enforcement and community protection groups; if you’re joining a protest, be alert to who’s on the podium and what slogans are being amplified.
Crucially, listen to the people most at risk. Gay Jews, queer Palestinians, and others living with intersecting vulnerabilities often have frontline insights into threats and safe practices. Incorporating their perspectives isn’t tokenism; it’s pragmatic and ethical.
The wider trend: political Islamism and open societies
European commentators and security analysts have noted an uptick in attacks inspired by Islamist ideology, and the Berlin incident slots into that worrying trend. Publications such as Euronews and the South China Morning Post have linked the assault to broader threats facing open societies, where public festivities and minority visibility make tempting targets for extremists.
That’s why this conversation can’t be purely about domestic politics. It’s about whether a movement’s solidarity strategy leaves vulnerable people exposed to ideological foes who explicitly reject their existence. When rhetoric echoes “from the river to the sea” without nuance, it can be read as a call for eradication rather than liberation , and words have consequences on the street.
Moving forward: solidarity that protects and includes
Solidarity is a powerful tool when it’s thoughtful and inclusive. Support for Palestinian civilians, humanitarian aid and advocacy for a two-state future or a just political settlement can coexist with robust protections for LGBT, Jewish and other minorities. The hard work now is rebuilding trust across fractured parts of the queer movement, centring safety assessments, and refusing to let violent extremists set the terms of public debate.
Remember, standing with victims means hearing as many victims as possible. That might be uncomfortable, but it’s how movements stay humane and effective.
It's a small change in approach that can make every march and celebration safer and more principled.
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