Best Sydney Pop-Up Venue Shutdown Sparks Legal Fight Over "Offensive Trading"

[image: ]
Shoppers are talking , a newly opened LGBTQ+ pop-up in a converted Sydney church was forced to close just three days after its launch, sparking protests, petitions and a legal challenge over a little-known lease clause that landlords are invoking. Here's what happened, why it matters and what comes next.
Essential Takeaways
Rapid closure: The Divine Playhouse LGBTQ+ venue shut three days after opening following the landlord's termination of the lease. 
Legal hook: The landlord relied on an 1840s-era Conveyancing Act clause banning "noxious, noisome or offensive" uses, a provision never tested for moral offence. 
Community response: Nearly 20,000 petition signatures, mass sing-ins in Hyde Park and a GoFundMe campaign raised substantial support for the venue. 
Political fallout: City officials and ministers called the closure a setback for Sydney's nightlife and pledged to help find alternative space. 
Cultural flashpoint: Opponents framed some performances as mockery of Christian rituals, while supporters argued the shut-down targets LGBTQ+ artistic expression.
What happened in three days , and how a lease clause ended the party
It opened to hundreds, with drag acts, speeches and a raucous, colourful atmosphere, and it was closed within a weekend. According to ABC and The Guardian, the Kent Street property , a deconsecrated Catholic church bought by developers last year , was leased to Heaps Gay for pop-up events under the name Divine Playhouse. The landlord moved quickly to terminate the lease, citing an old Conveyancing Act provision that bans tenants from carrying out "noxious, noisome, or offensive" activities. That wording dates from the 1840s and was aimed at industrial nuisances, not performances that offend religious sensibilities.
The legal debate , can "offensive" cover moral objection?
Lawyers for Divine Playhouse argue the clause has never been applied to moral offensiveness and that invoking it here stretches the law. Michael Bradley of Marque Lawyers told The Guardian this use is untested and subjective. Meanwhile the landlord said they were unaware of the planned programming and described some acts as equivalent to hate speech. This clash sets up a likely court test over whether a centuries-old pollution-era rule can police contemporary cultural expression.
Community rallies and fundraising , culture fights back
Support for the venue was swift. Close to 20,000 people signed a petition supporting Divine Playhouse, a GoFundMe raised significant funds for legal action, and thousands turned out in Hyde Park for a sing-in. Heaps Gay founder Kat Dopper framed the battle as about art and people, not just bricks and mortar. Local politicians, including Sydney Lord Mayor Clover Moore and the Night-time Economy Minister, described the closure as a step backwards for the city's creative life and urged support for safe performance spaces.
Opponents' viewpoint , respect for faith and "Christ-phobia" claims
Critics said the programming crossed a line, arguing some sketches and costumes ridiculed Christian rites. Figures such as Chris Nave and Catholic commentator Liam Aquilina, as reported in national outlets, framed the events as mockery of the Eucharist and questioned public funding for arts that offend faith communities. Their counter-petition and social media campaigns helped create the public pressure that contributed to the landlord's decision.
Where this leaves Sydney's nightlife , policy, spaces and the future
City officials are now looking for alternative venues and discussing emergency funding for the pop-up, with calls to protect LGBTQ+ arts spaces. The dispute highlights a wider trend: venues are scarce, and cultural clashes can escalate quickly when historic buildings and faith memories meet contemporary queer expression. Expect legal skirmishes over lease law, political debate about arts grants, and renewed campaigning for safe, durable performance spaces.
It's a small battle over one building, but it could reshape how cities balance heritage, free expression and community sensitivities.
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