Best police safety measures as Brighton Pride ramps up security after Berlin attack
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Shoppers and festival-goers are watching closely as organisers and police step up security for Brighton Pride this weekend; with around 500,000 people expected, armed officers and plain‑clothes teams will patrol after a deadly attack at a Berlin Pride event raised fears across Europe.
Essential Takeaways
What’s happening: Armed and plain‑clothes police will be deployed at Brighton Pride to reassure the public and respond quickly if needed. 
Why now: The move follows a deadly van-and-knife attack at Berlin Pride that killed one person and injured dozens. 
Scale: Brighton Pride is the UK’s biggest Pride weekend, drawing roughly half a million visitors, which increases security complexity. 
Senses and feel: Expect more visible patrols, subtle plain‑clothes presence, and a firmer security perimeter , the atmosphere may feel tighter but still celebratory. 
Practical note: Organisers advise arriving early, following steward directions, and reporting anything suspicious to staff or police.
Why armed officers are being sent to Brighton Pride
The decision to send armed officers into Brighton this weekend comes after a horrific attack at a Pride event in Berlin left people shaken. According to The Guardian and Al Jazeera, that incident involved a vehicle ramming into crowds and a subsequent knife attack, and authorities treated it as an Islamist‑linked terror act. With that fresh in people’s minds, Sussex Police told ITV the force will deploy specialist teams alongside uniformed and plain‑clothes officers to patrol the festival footprint. It’s a visible, rapid‑response approach designed to reduce the risk of copycat attacks and to reassure a large, diverse crowd.
What attendees are likely to see on the ground
Expect a mix of uniformed armed officers, plain‑clothes teams and stewards around stages and high‑traffic routes. Brighton and Hove News and ITV report that the presence is both preventative and reactive: armed units can respond to a fast‑moving threat while plain‑clothes officers blend into the crowd to spot suspicious behaviour. The vibe might feel more controlled than previous years, but organisers are keen to balance safety with the festival spirit , so look out for clear signage, bag checks in some zones and extra first‑aid points.
How this fits into a wider European security shift
European events have tightened security after the Berlin attack, which Reuters and Al Jazeera documented as a rapid, multi‑stage assault by a suspect later killed by police. Authorities across the continent are reviewing plans for large public gatherings, especially those with symbolic significance like Pride. Brighton’s move follows a trend where policing strategies mix hard deterrents , armed units , with community policing and intelligence work. For festival planners, the lesson is clear: scale and symbolism require both visible measures and quiet prevention.
Practical tips for staying safe and keeping the mood light
Arrive early, carry minimal bags, and follow steward instructions , simple steps that speed entry and reduce bottlenecks. Keep your phone charged, note meeting points with your group, and spot the locations of first‑aid and information tents. If you see something worrying, tell the nearest steward or police officer; plain‑clothes teams are listening as much as they’re watching. And remember: higher security doesn’t mean the weekend can’t be fun , small adjustments keep everyone safer while the bands play on.
What organisers and the community are saying
Organisers stress the extra measures are precautionary, intended to protect the huge, celebratory crowd while preserving Pride’s inclusive atmosphere. Local leaders and charities are urging calm, thanking police for stepping up and encouraging attendees to support one another. The overall mood is cautious but defiant: communities want to enjoy Pride without being cowed by violence, and enhanced security aims to make that possible.
It's a small change that can make every celebration safer.
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