Latest Online Backlash After Berlin Attack: Romanian Homophobia Sparks Concern
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Shoppers of outrage and sympathy have swarmed social feeds after the Berlin attack; Romanian online comments praising the attacker and calling for rewards circulated widely, sparking a debate about hate speech, legal rules and the human cost of normalising violence. Here's what happened, why it matters, and what to watch next.
Essential Takeaways
What happened: A van and knife attack at Berlin’s Tiergarten during Christopher Street Day left one dead and 29 injured; the suspect was later shot by police.
Online reaction: Romanian social media threads included posts glorifying the attacker, calls to grant him citizenship, and suggestions for repeated violence, alongside voices condemning the hate.
Legal context: Romania’s Penal Code article 369 criminalises public incitement to violence or hatred based on protected characteristics including sexual orientation.
Civil-society alert: NGOs such as ACCEPT and MozaiQ have tracked rising anti-LGBT rhetoric and urged enforcement of existing laws to protect vulnerable groups.
Human note: Many Romanians expressed shock and compassion, reminding readers that victims are people first and that hateful posts can normalise real-world harm.
What we know about the Berlin attack and its aftermath
The incident unfolded near Tiergarten during events linked to Christopher Street Day, a Pride-related gathering, when a van struck attendees and the suspect allegedly used a bladed weapon. One person died and dozens were wounded. German authorities identified the attacker as a 21‑year‑old with prior security concerns; police say he was shot after approaching special forces with a weapon. The scene, full of raw grief and anger, quickly migrated online where reactions ranged from sympathy for victims to disturbing praise for the attacker.
How Romanian social feeds reacted , shock, celebration and policing of speech
According to reporting by Mediafax, numerous comments under articles and videos celebrated the attacker, called him "an hero" or suggested offering him Romanian citizenship, and made openly violent suggestions. Other users responded with disgust, calling such reactions inhumane and urging empathy for victims. The mix shows how a single event can polarise audiences: some users amplify hatred while others try to reassert basic decency and remind people these are human lives, not political talking points.
Why this matters under Romanian law
Romanian law isn’t silent on this. Article 369 of the Penal Code outlaws incitement to hatred or violence against groups protected by criteria such as sexual orientation, and administrative rules can sanction public behaviour that creates hostile or humiliating atmospheres. Rights groups have pointed out that hate speech often slips under prosecutors’ radars, but the legal framework does allow for criminal or civil responses when online messages cross into incitement. That legal line , what’s unlawful call-to-violence versus rude opinion , is where enforcement and public pressure often meet.
NGOs sounding the alarm , context from recent years
Groups like ACCEPT, MozaiQ and others have repeatedly warned of a spike in anti-LGBT incidents since 2024. They’ve taken cases to oversight bodies, reported vandalism of offices, and urged sanctions when public figures use degrading language. Their message is consistent: unchecked rhetoric can enable physical attacks and institutional discrimination. These organisations argue for both better law enforcement and for platforms to do more to curb content that feeds violence.
How to respond as a reader, platform user or policymaker
If you’re scrolling through stories like this, pause before liking or sharing. Platforms can be pressured to remove posts that incite violence, and victims and communities benefit when bystanders report hateful content. For policymakers and prosecutors, this is a reminder to use existing legal tools and to clarify thresholds for action. Practically, media outlets and social platforms should label verified information, moderate comments, and amplify voices that humanise victims rather than celebrate attackers.
It's a small cultural and legal test: whether online applause for violence stays fringe or becomes normalised, and whether law and civil society will act to stop it.
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