Best Sports Teams’ Responses to the Berlin Pride Attack: Solidarity, Shock, and Support
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Watch teams, clubs and athletes rally after a van attack at Berlin’s Christopher Street Day, professional Bundesliga sides, grassroots queer clubs and European sportspeople expressed shock, offered condolences, and vowed that Pride and visibility will not be silenced. This matters because sport shapes civic feeling and can help communities heal.
Essential Takeaways
Immediate condolences: Major clubs like Hertha Berlin and Union Berlin issued heartfelt statements and offered support to victims’ families.
Visible participation: Hertha had joined the CSD parade with a walking group for the first time before the attack, a step many saw as meaningful.
Cross-sport solidarity: Basketball, ice hockey, handball and volleyball teams in Berlin publicly condemned the violence and urged unity.
Grassroots care: Large LGBTQ sports clubs and community teams posted resources, safety reminders, and calls to look after one another.
Why Pride still matters: Athletes and organisers argued that visibility, safety and solidarity remain crucial in the face of targeted attacks.
Sport’s first reaction: shock, sadness, solidarity
The immediate tone from clubs was sorrow and resolve, a mix that felt both human and necessary. Hertha Berlin said it was “shocked” and expressed deep sympathy for those killed and injured, while Union Berlin’s message stressed resilience and the city’s colourful spirit. According to reporting, Hertha had taken the visible step of joining the parade with a walking group for the first time, which made the attack all the more poignant. In moments like this clubs act as civic actors; their words signal that communities tied to stadiums and gyms mourn publicly and stand together.
Why teams’ presence at Pride matters
When a big-name team turns up to a march, it’s more than PR, it's affirmation that fans, staff and players belong. Hertha’s first-time participation was widely noticed and then sharply reframed by the tragedy. For many players and supporters, that visibility reduces isolation and signals institutional backing for LGBTQ people. If you’re wondering how to read these moves, think beyond banners: ongoing club policies, training and safe-space initiatives often follow these public gestures.
Across sports: a chorus of condemnation and care
The response wasn’t limited to football. Alba Berlin in basketball, the Berlin Polar Bears in ice hockey, Füchse Berlin handball and BR Volleys volleyball all issued statements emphasising tolerance and openness. Pro players, like Norwegian handballer Ola Lillelien, reflected on how terror threatens but does not defeat communal courage, reminding us that Pride’s purpose includes safety and solidarity. Those cross-sport replies show how quickly sporting networks mobilise emotion and practical support after public trauma.
Grassroots voices and queer clubs: practical comfort and community safety
Local queer sports groups were equally prominent in the aftermath. Organisations such as Vorspiel QSV Berlin, Berlin Bruisers rugby and collectives like Queers Who Sweat reached out to members with offers of care, advice and simple reminders: check on friends, take time to process, access support if needed. For anyone organising or attending community sport, this is a timely reminder to have mental-health signposts, contact lists and clear emergency plans, small preparations that make a real difference.
The broader picture: why this is about safety, not just symbolism
This attack reawoke questions about why Pride remains necessary. Coaches who’ve come out publicly, clubs that back diversity campaigns and pan-European initiatives like Football v Homophobia made the point bluntly: visibility and protected spaces are not optional. Sports teams, through statements and actions, are helping frame the conversation from mourning to action, demanding safety while refusing to cede public space to hatred. That’s a cultural fight as much as a security one.
It's a small change that can make every public celebration safer and keep communities feeling seen.
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