Best Reasons Pride Still Matters: Why Visible Queer Events Protect Rights
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Shoppers, neighbours and readers are reminding us that Pride remains vital: when harassment, abuse and even violent attacks keep surfacing, visible queer events protect people’s rights, build community and make public spaces safer , for now and for the future.
Essential Takeaways
Visible solidarity matters: Pride gives queer people a pragmatic, emotional lift and shows there’s collective support nearby.
Safety and normality: Public events create temporary safe spaces where people can be themselves without policing or shame.
Political alarm bells: Rising anti-LGBTQ+ rhetoric and hostile parties make Pride a practical defence of rights, not just a celebration.
Education and visibility: Parades and programmes normalise queer lives for people who otherwise never meet openly LGBTQ+ neighbours or colleagues.
Everyday impact: For young people and newcomers, Pride can be a life-changing, affirming moment , often the first time they see acceptance in public.
Why Pride is still a practical, not just festive, choice
Start with the simple, human detail: seeing hundreds of people like you walking down a city street feels different from reading a policy paper. According to long-standing research, Pride functions as both ritual and resource for LGBTQ+ communities, offering a conspicuous place to meet, mobilise and breathe without immediate fear. Amnesty International and community groups argue that these events are part of a rights toolkit; they aren’t merely decorative. If you want to understand why people line up for hours to watch a parade, think of it as a public hug that also signals “you belong here.”
When visibility becomes a shield
There’s a political backdrop many columnists skip: visibility deters isolation and signals political stakes. The Council on Foreign Relations maps how Pride went global as both celebration and protest, and that dual role matters now that discriminatory rhetoric and hostile parties are gaining airtime in some parliaments. Pride creates moments when being queer is normalised for the rest of society , that matters when laws and daily treatment can shift quickly. For families and young people, that normalisation can mean the difference between fear and possibility.
Safe spaces for a fragile everyday life
Practical reality check: for lots of LGBTQ+ people, being out is still risky. Incidents of harassment and violence don’t only happen elsewhere; they turn up in local reporting and community surveys. News from the Netherlands and elsewhere has shown a spike in worrying incidents, and local charities note how Pride gives a predictable window of relative safety. If your niece or nephew experiences their first proud, public moment at a Pride march, it isn’t theatre , it’s a milestone that can shape their wellbeing.
Education by contact: why seeing matters
Most people who ask “do we still need Pride?” simply haven’t had regular contact with openly queer people. Social science shows that intergroup contact reduces prejudice; parades and public programmes are low-cost ways for strangers to meet, learn and reframe assumptions. Tourism boards and cultural organisations now talk about “365 days of Pride” because visibility in everyday settings , cafés, workplaces, schools , reduces stigma over time. So while a single float won’t end discrimination overnight, repeated, visible interactions do shift social norms.
How to think about Pride if you’re unsure
If you’re sceptical about Pride’s spectacle, try a small experiment: attend a daytime event, go to a panel, or volunteer for a community stall. You’ll probably leave with a clearer sense of why people call it a lifeline. For hosts and policymakers, the practical steps are obvious , fund community services, protect public safety during events, and listen to first-hand accounts from queer citizens. In short, treat Pride as part of a civic infrastructure for inclusion, not optional theatre.
It's a small change that can make every public moment safer and more ordinary for someone who needs to be seen.
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