Best Pride Week Kickoff: Watch “50 Years of Fabulous” in Santa Barbara
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Catch a celebratory film night that traces queer pageantry, activism and charity , Marjorie Luke Theatre and Pacific Pride Foundation open Santa Barbara’s Pride Week with the award-winning documentary “50 Years of Fabulous,” a visual journey through five decades of the Imperial Council and its impact on LGBTQ+ communities.
Essential Takeaways
Event details: Screening at Marjorie Luke Theatre, 6:30–9 p.m., Tuesday, Aug. 18 , the official Pride Week kickoff.
Film focus: A documentary history of the Imperial Council, from early San Francisco safe spaces to modern advocacy and philanthropy.
Community flavour: The Santa Barbara Gay Men’s Chorus opens; post-film discussion includes producer David Lassman “Chablis” and Pacific Pride representatives.
Notable guests: Performances and appearances by Imperial Court figures including Afrika America, Absolute Empress 60.
Tickets & cause: Tickets available at luketheatre.org; event spotlights preserving LGBTQ+ history while supporting ongoing equality efforts.
Why this screening matters now
This isn’t just a film night, it’s a communal moment with a soft, buzzing energy , think proud pageantry meeting earnest history. According to organisers, the screening serves as the official launch of Santa Barbara’s Pride Week, inviting attendees from all backgrounds to celebrate progress and reckon with the past. It’s timely because the Imperial Council’s story, stitched through decades of activism and fundraising, shows how culture and charity can go hand in hand.
What “50 Years of Fabulous” actually covers
The documentary follows the Imperial Council’s evolution from creating safe social spaces in San Francisco to becoming a continent-wide force for LGBTQ+ rights and philanthropy. Viewers get personal stories alongside historical context, so the film reads like a social history told through performers, organisers and everyday members. That blend makes it accessible for people who know the scene and newcomers alike.
Who you’ll meet at the event
The evening opens with the Santa Barbara Gay Men’s Chorus, setting a communal tone, and the screening is followed by a discussion featuring David Lassman , the film’s producer and a former Empress of San Francisco’s Imperial Court , plus Pacific Pride Foundation staff. Organisers say this mix of performers and activists helps connect the film’s themes to local work, highlighting both national history and community-level organising.
The Imperial Council’s legacy , more than pageantry
Don’t be fooled into thinking this is all glamour. The Imperial Council has coupled spectacle with tangible charity for more than 50 years, raising millions for causes and supporting LGBTQ+ communities through activism and service. The film foregrounds founder Jose Sarria’s vision and how that seed grew into institutions that blend performance and philanthropy. For locals, it’s a reminder that history lives in institutions, songs and the faces in the crowd.
How to get the most from the night
Arrive early for the chorus performance and to grab a good seat; ticketing is via luketheatre.org. Stay for the post-film discussion to hear from people who helped make the documentary and who work locally on LGBTQ+ issues. And bring a curious friend , the film is framed as an entry point for anyone interested in civil rights, cultural history and the joyful, defiant ways communities sustain themselves.
It's a small change that can make every celebration feel more rooted and meaningful.
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