Best Notts Pride 2026 Moments: How Nottingham Celebrated Bigger, Bolder and Brighter
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Bursting into colour, Notts Pride 2026 filled Nottingham city centre with joyful crowds, loud music and family-friendly fun as thousands marched from Lister Gate to Sneinton Market to celebrate the LGBTQ+ community and push for a more welcoming city.
Essential Takeaways
Mass turnout: Thousands gathered in Lister Gate and marched to Sneinton Market for the free Notts Pride parade. 
Expanded festivities: The festival featured two live stages, an enlarged family area and activity across Sneinton Market and the new Rainbow Quarter. 
Packed programme: Drag, live music, spoken word and local and national LGBTQ+ acts performed on the main stage from midday into the evening. 
Volunteer-powered: More than 90 volunteers helped run the event, organised by Notts Pride charity, which reported rising costs as the festival grows. 
Community message: The theme “Bolder and Brighter” underscored celebration and solidarity, with organisers saying they want Nottingham to be a place where LGBTQ+ people can thrive.
Colour and community: the parade that turned the city rainbow
Nottingham’s streets felt bright and buzzy as marchers in rainbow gear, banners and flags set off from Lister Gate and filled the route with colour and cheer. The sensory mix of chanting, music and drummers made the parade feel like a proper street party, loud in the best way.
Notts Pride has evolved over nearly three decades, and this year’s turnout shows that momentum hasn’t slowed. According to organisers, the march remains the heartbeat of the day , a visible display of support and a reminder that Pride is both celebration and a statement about inclusion.
If you’re thinking of coming next year, bring a reusable water bottle, wear comfortable shoes and plan a meeting spot , crowds can get dense, but the atmosphere is worth it.
Sneinton Market: stages, stalls and a family-friendly vibe
After the march, Sneinton Market became a festival hub with two live stages and an expanded family area, so the event worked for anyone from toddlers to grandparents. The main stage hosted a steady stream of drag, music and spoken word from early afternoon into the evening.
Sneinton Market’s market lanes and stalls added a lively backdrop , street food, community stalls and local traders made the day feel rooted in place. The market’s growing role as a cultural quarter is clear; festival organisers and vendors are leaning into that community energy.
For families, organisers broadened the kids’ zone this year, showing that Pride in Nottingham aims to be accessible and safe for all ages.
Behind the scenes: volunteers, costs and growing ambition
Notts Pride is run by a charity and an army of more than 90 volunteers, who handle everything from stewarding to stage management. That grassroots support is what keeps the event free and community-led, and volunteers kept the day running smoothly despite the crowds.
The charity also said costs have risen significantly as the event has grown , last year’s bill was around £100,000. Bigger stages, safety measures and programming all add up, which is why partnerships and fundraising play a key role in keeping the event free to attend.
If you want to support next year, consider volunteering or donating; organisers often need hands and funds well before July.
The message: Pride as celebration and solidarity
Organisers were clear: Pride is a celebration, but it’s also a show of solidarity for LGBTQ+ people across Nottinghamshire. The theme “Bolder and Brighter” set a confident tone, and speakers emphasised the city’s ambition to be more welcoming and inclusive.
Notts Pride’s trustees talked about sustaining visibility and support year-round, not just on parade day. That’s reflected in the launch of the Rainbow Quarter and ongoing local events that keep conversations alive.
It’s reassuring to see Pride used both as a party and a platform , the two are not mutually exclusive, and together they help shift attitudes in a city that wants its diversity to be visible.
What to expect next time and how to get involved
Expect more of the same lively programming, bigger crowds and stronger community partnerships as Notts Pride grows. Keep an eye on Sneinton Market’s events listings and the Notts Pride charity for volunteer calls, sponsorship drives and performer auditions.
If you’re planning to attend, arrive early, map out the stages you want to see, and take public transport where you can , Nottingham’s central spots are busy during Pride. And if you’re local, consider getting involved behind the scenes; Pride thrives on community energy.
It’s a small ritual with big impact , celebrate, support and show up next year.
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