Best Milkshake Moments: Why Amsterdam’s Queer Festival Danced On After Berlin
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Shoppers and festivalgoers are savouring Milkshake’s defiant, colourful return , even after a terror attack in Berlin. Visitors, performers and organisers in Amsterdam chose celebration over fear, fortified by visible security and a communal refusal to surrender Pride joy.
Essential Takeaways
Strong turnout: Despite rain and worry, Milkshake drew crowds who danced, chatted and flirted with a joyful, determined energy.
Visible security: The Westergas terrein was ringed with steel barriers and extra protection, which guests noticed and appreciated.
Moment of memory: The festival paused for a minute’s silence for Berlin, then restarted as a collective decision to celebrate.
Community mood: Attendees reported anger but not terror, saying they felt safe enough to keep enjoying Pride.
Ongoing need: Organisers insist Milkshake and Pride remain vital, given persistent societal hostility toward queer people.
A drenched DJ booth and a mudbath of bodies , joy in the rain
The most striking image from Milkshake was almost cinematic: a downpour turning a sparsely attended dance tent into a writhing, mud-splattered mass of bodies, grinning and dancing. It made for a tactile, sweaty scene that underlined the festival’s main point , queer people will turn up and reclaim space, rain or shine. Organisers had prepared for weather and crowds, but nobody expected the sudden, giddy surge that left the DJ likely smiling at the best kind of chaos.
Fear met with defiance , visitors say they won’t be intimidated
News of an attack at a Pride event in Berlin the day before hung over the weekend, but it didn’t halt Milkshake. Visitors described anger rather than paralysis, and many said the incident only hardened their resolve to be visible. “I’ll shout louder that we won’t give up our freedoms,” one guest said, reflecting a broader mood. It’s a raw mix of grief and stubborn celebration, and it’s what keeps festivals like Milkshake meaningful.
Security measures felt reassuring, not oppressive
The festival site at the Westergasfabriek was encircled with steel barriers and bolstered security, a visible sign that organisers took threats seriously. Many attendees welcomed the measures, noting that they made the place feel protected without spoiling the party atmosphere. For anyone planning to attend similar events this summer, choose entrances with clear security checks, travel with friends and agree on meeting points , small steps that help everyone relax and enjoy.
A minute’s silence that made the party quieter, then louder
When the music cut and someone announced a minute’s silence, the effect was almost eerie: dancers stilled, a pole performer hung mid-pose and people held each other close. The pause created a collective breath, a shared acknowledgement of what happened elsewhere. Then the music returned and the dancing resumed with renewed urgency, as if moving together was an answer to fear. It’s a reminder that public mourning and public joy can live side by side.
Why Milkshake still matters , and what comes next
Organisers and regulars see the festival as more necessary than ever. They worry that progress for queer acceptance has stalled or even backslid under certain international and national currents, and festivals are a frontline for visibility and solidarity. Events like Milkshake offer more than entertainment: they’re place-holders for community, safety and political presence. Expect continued emphasis on security and solidarity at Pride events across Europe this season.
It's a small change that can make every celebration safer , and every dance a protest and a promise.
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