Best Lanarkshire Pride 2026: Hamilton’s colourful return and what to expect
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Don’t miss Hamilton’s big celebration , Lanarkshire Pride returns to Quarry Street on Saturday, August 1 with a free, family-friendly day of entertainment, an energetic march, market stalls and headline drag performances that bring visibility and community spirit to the town centre.
Essential Takeaways
When and where: Quarry Street, Hamilton, from 10am–4pm; Pride march forms at 1pm and steps off at 2pm. 
Headline act: Cheryl The Queen, a RuPaul’s Drag Race UK alum, appears when the march returns at around 3.15pm , lively, theatrical and selfie-friendly. 
What’s on: Live stage entertainment from 11.30am, outdoor bar, traders’ market, community and information stalls, speeches and family-friendly activities. 
Community focus: Organised by Lanarkshire Pride CIC, which runs year-round support including Pride Connect for LGBTQ+ young people and adults. 
Practical vibe: The event is free, locally sponsored, and designed to be accessible , expect a busy, colourful street atmosphere and useful information stalls.
Why Hamilton again? The heartbeat of Lanarkshire Pride
Hamilton’s Quarry Street has become the comfortable stage for this grassroots celebration, and the tone is upbeat and welcoming. The town centre route gives the march visibility where shoppers and visitors can join in, and the atmosphere usually hums with colour and music.
Organisers say the event is as much about being visible as it is about celebration, and that community roots matter , Lanarkshire Pride CIC runs activities all year, not just on one Saturday. If you’ve never been to a town-centre Pride, expect people of all ages, banners, loud music and that warm, inclusive buzz.
Who’s headlining and why it matters
Cheryl The Queen, who made her name on RuPaul’s Drag Race UK, will perform after the march returns to the main stage. Drag performers bring theatre, humour and sometimes sharp social commentary, so her slot usually draws a big crowd and lots of camera phones.
Drag talent has become a staple of British Pride events because it’s entertaining and inclusive; it also helps attract wider attention and footfall for community stalls and charities. If you want a good spot for photos, arrive early and stake out a place near the stage.
What you’ll find on Quarry Street , food, stalls and practicalities
Stalls open from 10am and the stage programme starts at 11.30am, so there’s time to browse before the march forms. Expect market traders selling crafts and Pride gear, information tents from local support groups, an outdoor bar and family-friendly activities scattered along the route.
A few tips: wear comfortable shoes for walking the route, bring a reusable bottle (stall water points are often available), and check social channels for last-minute weather updates. If you need quiet or calmer spaces, ask at the information stalls , organisers usually plan with accessibility in mind.
Pride Connect and the wider impact beyond the day
Lanarkshire Pride isn’t just a one-off party. The organisers highlight Pride Connect, a programme offering social support and safe meetup spaces for LGBTQ+ people across the area. That continuity is the reason many local people find real benefit , it’s visibility plus ongoing connection.
Local sponsorships, like the one from Specsavers Hamilton this year, show how town businesses can back social events while practical volunteers and funders make the logistics happen. The result is both celebratory and purposeful: a day that strengthens networks as well as lifts spirits.
How to make the most of the day , practical advice
Arrive early if you want to catch the full entertainment line-up and avoid the busiest post-march crowds. Bring cash and card , stalls vary , and layer up for Scottish weather, which can flip between sun and showers. If you’re coming with kids, plan a meeting point beforehand in case of separation; main stage areas are good landmarks.
If you want to support beyond attendance, look for volunteer opportunities or donate to local LGBTQ+ services promoted on the day. Small gestures help keep year-round programmes like Pride Connect running.
It's a small change that can make every visit to Pride a kinder, more connected experience.
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