Best Hamburg Pride Response: 800 Gather to Honour CSD Victims and Stay Visible
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Shoppers and residents watched as about 800 people gathered by the Alster to remember the victims of the CSD attack in Berlin; organisers, city officials and community members came together to turn grief into solidarity , and to insist, now more than ever, that queer life will be loud, visible and safe.
Essential Takeaways
Large turnout: Around 800 people met between Neuer Jungfernstieg and Lombardsbrücke, holding white roses and rainbow flags, creating a colourful, emotional scene.
Mixed feelings: The crowd showed grief, anger and fear, but also resilience, hope and determination to continue Pride events.
Speakers and support: Community leaders, Hamburg officials and the police addressed the gathering; applause and some boos reflected a complex mood.
Visible security: Ten police vans and a water-police vessel formed a protective presence that many found reassuring and some found unsettling.
Future memorial place: The rally took place at the planned site for a Denk-Ort (memorial) for sexual and gender diversity, due to open in summer 2027.
A quiet, colourful defiance by the Alster
The scene was at once tender and unmistakable: white roses in hands that trembled, bright flags snapping in a light breeze, and the occasional sympathetic honk from a passing Alster steamer. Organisers from Hamburg Pride opened the gathering with a raw admission , “today is not a good day” , and the crowd answered with chants of “We are here, we are queer” and sustained applause. According to local reporting, the atmosphere shifted between mourning and the kind of stubborn cheer that will send people back to the parade the following weekend.
Why people say "Jetzt erst recht" , turning fear into action
Many who came said they felt lost or shaken after hearing news of the Berlin attack, but they also wanted to show that terror won’t quiet queer life. Attendees told journalists they’d come not to party, but to stand firm and protect Pride’s spirit. Speakers urged solidarity; the message was simple and repeated: togetherness matters. For people worried about safety, solidarity can feel protective , and it’s precisely that sense of mutual care organisers hope will keep turnout high.
Officials spoke, reactions were mixed
Hamburg’s equality senator and the police chief addressed the crowd, promising support and expressing shock and sympathy for the victims. Their remarks drew both applause and boos, a reminder that official reassurance doesn’t erase community anger or uncertainty. Still, many in the crowd welcomed public acknowledgment; others said they needed action as well as words. If you’re heading to a Pride event, organisers advise checking official safety updates and travelling to gatherings with friends where possible.
Heavy police presence: security that comforts and unnerves
Ten police vans formed a physical cordon and a water-police boat patrolled the Alster while the rally unfolded. For some, that level of visible protection felt essential; for others, it was a stark reminder of why such forces are necessary in the first place. Two long-time local attendees noted they’d been to Pride events for years and now plan to attend with extra vigilance. Practical tip: plan meeting points, keep phones charged and travel in small groups if feeling anxious.
The site that's already meaningful , a Denk-Ort to come
The gathering took place where Hamburg plans to build a Denk-Ort for sexual and gender diversity, a memorial and place of reflection slated to open in the summer of 2027. Officials say the design phase is complete and the site already functions as a symbolic gathering point. That the location drew people on this particular afternoon felt appropriate , the future memorial is meant to honour lives and histories, and right now it’s doing that work before the first stone is even laid.
It's a small change that can make every demonstration feel steadier and every parade more determined.
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