Best Guide to Liverpool Pride’s Opening Party: Sugababes, Beth Ditto and Big Night Out
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Bust out the sequins: Liverpool Pride’s opening party has landed, bringing Sugababes, Beth Ditto and a carnival of drag, disco and local talent to The Auditorium for a bold, celebratory start to Pride Week that promises inclusivity, big tunes and plenty of sparkle.
Essential Takeaways
Headline acts: Sugababes top the bill, joined by Beth Ditto’s first solo Liverpool show. 
Plus a vibrant line-up: RuPaul’s Drag Race stars Bimini and Tia Kofi, Horse Meat Disco, Harrsn and the House Gospel Choir. 
Venue update: The party is now at The Auditorium, a short walk from the M&S Bank Arena. 
Local focus: The night opens with performances from Liverpool LGBTQ+ artists before the headline sets. 
Party vibe: Expect disco energy, flamboyant drag, singalong pop and a joyful, community-centred atmosphere.
Why this opening night feels like a fresh Pride moment
This year’s opening party has been framed as a landmark: a bigger, bolder statement of unity and inclusion with proper festival-sized flair. Sugababes bring instant recognition and pop nostalgia, while Beth Ditto offers a raw, soulful counterpoint in her first-ever solo Liverpool appearance. It’s the kind of line-up that gives you both instant singalong hits and a chance to discover an artist new to the city, and that contrast helps set a celebratory tone.
Who’s onstage and what to expect
Alongside the headliners, expect crisp drag performances from Bimini and Tia Kofi, who’ll lift the energy between bands. Horse Meat Disco are back to deliver a Glitterbox-style disco set , think big beats, bigger smiles. House Gospel Choir and DJs like Harrsn will keep the dancefloor moving. If you love a varied night that mixes pop, club anthems and theatrical moments, this one’s built around that exact recipe.
Practicalities: where to go and what’s changed
Organisers originally earmarked the M&S Bank Arena but the opening party has been relocated to The Auditorium, just a short walk away. That matters for travel and meeting points: give yourself a little extra time to find entrances and cloakroom queues, and plan transport home in advance. Tickets and event listings are live on the arena and local ticket platforms, so double-check your booking and arrival time before heading out.
Local roots and the bigger purpose
Sahir House trustees and Pride organisers have emphasised growth and sustainability, aiming to build on last year’s momentum and strengthen partnerships. That local commitment means the night isn’t just about headline glamour; it opens with homegrown LGBTQ+ acts, spotlighting community talent before national names take over. It’s a reminder that Pride in Liverpool balances celebration with cultural support and advocacy.
Tips to make the most of the night
Arrive early to catch the local artists and avoid last-minute queues, and dress for dancing , expect disco lights, loud bass and lots of colour. If you’re heading with friends, pick a meet-up spot outside the venue in case phone signals get patchy. Bring a small portable charger, check transport links in advance, and pack a lightweight layer for the walk between venues or to late-night transport.
It's a small change that can make every moment of Pride feel more inclusive and unforgettable.
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