Best TV Dramas to Rewatch: Why It's A Sin Still Matters Today

[image: ]
Shoppers and streaming fans are returning to Russell T. Davies’s visceral drama, It’s A Sin, because it marries joy with tragedy and teaches younger viewers about HIV, shame and chosen family in an unforgettable, emotional way. The five-part series remains a popular, trending pick for those seeking powerful queer storytelling.
Essential takeaways
Bold emotional core: It’s A Sin frames the AIDS crisis through shame and silence, not just the virus itself.
Vivid atmosphere: Parties, music and 1980s fashion give the show a lively, sometimes euphoric feel even as it darkens.
Standout cast: Olly Alexander, Lydia West, Omari Douglas, Callum Scott Howells and Nathaniel Curtis deliver nuanced performances.
Diverse perspectives: The series foregrounds class, race and religion, showing how impacts varied across communities.
Useful for younger viewers: It acts as an accessible primer on HIV history and the harm of stigma, without being didactic.
Why the title hits like a slap , and why that matters
The phrase “It’s a Sin” lands with drama and provocation, which is exactly what Russell T. Davies intended. He uses the title as both a cultural reference and a moral judgement to explore how shame shaped lives during the early AIDS years. Davies told interviewers he wanted to confront shame as the root cause of much suffering, not only the medical crisis. The result is a show that feels loud, bright and tender, but also devastatingly human. For viewers, that means an emotional mixture: you’ll laugh at the parties, wince at cruelties and carry grief through the finale. It’s a creative choice that turns history into something you feel, not just learn.
The cast brings texture , not stereotypes
Olly Alexander’s Ritchie is charismatic and complicated, and Lydia West’s Jill becomes the emotional anchor of the group. Omari Douglas’s Roscoe gives a vital voice to queer Black experience, while Nathaniel Curtis, Callum Scott Howells and the rest shape a believable found family. Critics and audiences praise the ensemble for avoiding one-note portrayals; these are people who sing, dance, bicker and grieve. The chemistry between Ritchie and Jill, in particular, reframes the show’s central relationship as a platonic love story that’s deep and sustaining. If you’re choosing an episode to show a friend, start with one that highlights those quieter, human moments , the performances are where the series quietly wins you over.
Balancing joy and grief , Davies’s storytelling trick
It’s A Sin doesn’t settle into a single tone. Davies fills scenes with synth-pop and lengthy parties, then undercuts them with the creeping reality of illness and media silence. He’s said he didn’t want the series to be only fury and agony; instead, he wanted those emotional highs to make the lows hit harder. That approach opened the show to viewers who might otherwise avoid historical medical dramas. Practically, that means the series can be a gentler entry point for younger viewers or people unfamiliar with AIDS history , they’ll be drawn in by the music and characters before the heartbreak arrives.
Why the show still feels relevant to Gen Z and Millennials
Davies observed that the social life of the protagonists , the hook-ups, the parties, the casual friendships , maps onto what many young people live through today, even if the cars and phones are different. Beyond aesthetics, the themes of secrecy, shame and societal silence about health remain resonant. For viewers who've grown up with modern treatments and less media attention on HIV, the series is a reminder of how stigma kills as surely as disease. If you’re watching with someone younger, be ready to pause and explain context: it’s a great conversation starter about how public health, politics and prejudice intersected then and still matter now.
What to watch for on a rewatch , little details that land
On a second viewing, pay attention to the smaller arcs: family dynamics, Roscoe’s conflict with conservative backgrounds, and the slow erosion of secrets. Davies layers in flinty moments that later become heartbreakingly clear. Production choices , from soundtrack cues to costume colour palettes , subtly mark shifts in mood and character. That ballet scene near the end in the Isle of Wight, for instance, is choreographed to feel both freeing and unbearably lonely. If you’re curating a watchlist, pair It’s A Sin with documentaries or essays about 1980s public health to give historical weight, or with episodes of other Davies work if you want to compare tone and themes.
It's a small change to your viewing habits that can make a big difference in how you understand queer history and the cost of silence.
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