Best Pride Highlights from Berlin: Why "Haltung ist Hot" Drew Hundreds of Thousands
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Bursting with colour and conviction, Berlin’s Christopher Street Day drew hundreds of thousands of people to celebrate queer life, demand safety and push back against rising hatred , a weekend of glitter, music and clear political messaging that mattered beyond the parade route.
Essential Takeaways
Huge turnout: Police estimated several hundred thousand attendees, creating a lively, packed procession from the city centre to the Siegessäule.
Clear theme: The motto "Haltung ist hot" framed calls to tackle hate crimes and defend queer spaces, with organisers urging political action.
Festive atmosphere: Floats, Queen anthems and electronic beats mixed with fetish looks and glitter, giving the demonstration a party feel.
Security aware: Police monitored potential right‑wing disruptors and made a few arrests, but events passed without major incidents.
Cultural moment: Performances , including rapper Ikkimel at the Brandenburg Gate , underlined Pride’s crossover into mainstream media and international attention.
A parade that felt both joyful and urgent
The strongest image from the weekend was obvious: streets awash in rainbow flags and glitter that felt warm to the touch. Organisers set an upbeat tone, but the message was sober , Pride here doubled as protest. According to police figures, the crowd numbered in the hundreds of thousands, and the march of around 80 trucks glided through central Berlin to the Siegessäule. For many, the sensory mix of music, colour and human voices made the political demands harder to ignore.
Why "Haltung ist hot" landed as a slogan
The motto worked because it mixed sass with seriousness. Event leaders used it to push for concrete protections , better enforcement against hate crimes and safe spaces for queer people. There’s a wider backdrop: organisers warned of rolling back rights in parts of the world, and growing hostility closer to home. That framing made the festival feel less like a single weekend of joy and more like a sustained campaign.
Performances that moved the crowd , and the conversation
On the cultural side, headline sets added texture to the politics. Rapper Ikkimel performed at the Brandenburg Gate and spoke about visibility and the gaps between rhetoric and reality in Germany. Her recent TV appearance sparked chatter online, and performing at CSD gave the moment local pride and international echo. Elsewhere the playlist jumped from Queen classics to driving electronic beats, so the atmosphere stayed celebratory even when speakers got serious.
Safety, surveillance and a calm police presence
Police kept a visible but relatively low-key presence, stressing hydration in the summer heat and watching for troublemakers. They said there were no major disturbances, although a handful of arrests occurred after spot checks and at a small counter‑protest. The force also monitored possible far‑right agitators , a reminder that Pride remains as much about protection as celebration.
Voting, visibility and the political calendar
Organisers nudged attendees toward civic action with slogans like “Süßmäuse gehen wählen”, tying Pride into upcoming regional elections. Berlin’s politicians turned up too, and the parade doubled as a public stage for debates about inclusion and leadership. That mix of carnival and campaign felt fitting , Pride has long been a place where identity and policy intersect, and this year it was especially pointed.
It's a small change that can make every celebration safer, louder and more meaningful.
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