Best Michael Johnston Roles and Why He’s Eyeing a Meaningful Gay Story
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Shoppers and fans alike are watching Michael Johnston’s next move after Obsession’s runaway success, and the out actor says he wants a really intentional queer role that reflects his life and speaks to others , even if he has to write it himself.
Essential Takeaways
Career freedom: Michael Johnston says Obsession’s box-office smash has given him the freedom to choose more purposeful projects.
Intentional storytelling: He wants his next part to be a meaningful queer role, not a character defined solely by sexuality.
Personal material: Johnston cites growing up gay in the Bible Belt as rich, painful material for authentic stories.
Proven impact: His Teen Wolf role helped viewers come out, showing representation can change lives.
Commercial clout: Obsession’s unexpected financial success turned Johnston into a sought-after name with leverage.
Why Obsession changed the game for Johnston
Obsession didn’t just put Michael Johnston on magazine covers, it put him in a new bargaining position. The supernatural horror , which leaned into twisted romantic obsession and “nice guy” entitlement , exploded at the global box office, turning a modestly budgeted film into a blockbuster conversation piece. That kind of success buys actors options, and Johnston says he’s ready to use them to pursue projects that mean something to him, not just the next paycheck.
He wants a queer role with real weight , not a label
Johnston is clear-eyed about how he sees characters: sexuality is a part of someone, not the whole script. Yet he also wants a role that centres queer experience in a thoughtful way, the kind that explores identity, conflict and emotional truth. That balance , a character who happens to be gay but whose journey is universal , is what he’s pitching for, and it’s a timely ask in an industry hungry for nuance.
The Bible Belt backstory that could shape a script
Growing up gay in North Carolina, Johnston says, gave him a particular lens on faith, rejection and resilience. Those experiences are the kind of detail-driven, emotionally honest material that turns a good gay part into a great one. If he writes the story himself, expect scenes that feel lived-in and specific , the quiet, awkward moments as much as the big reckonings , because Johnston knows those beats firsthand.
Representation that mattered: lessons from Teen Wolf
Johnston’s earlier turn as Corey Bryant on Teen Wolf showed how a fictional gay relationship can have real-world consequences. He still gets messages from young viewers who said seeing the character helped them come out. That response taught him representation isn’t just symbolic; it can be life-changing. So his search for a new queer role isn’t vanity , it’s deliberate, aiming to offer the same kind of recognition he once provided.
Practical choices: what Johnston’s next move could look like
With studio attention heightened after Obsession, Johnston can realistically pitch or produce the work he wants. He could team up with queer writers and directors to ensure authenticity, or take the writer-director route himself. For viewers and industry folk, the practical test will be whether the project avoids clichés and delivers a compelling story with emotional stakes. If Johnston’s past suggests anything, it’s that he’s thinking about impact as much as image.
It's a small change that can make a big difference: more stories that reflect who actors are, and who audiences really are.
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