Best Reason to Join the Pride Walk: Protest, Solidarity and WorldPride in Amsterdam
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See Amsterdam turn every canal, street and square into a rainbow this month; join the Pride Walk on 25 July to celebrate, protest and show solidarity at WorldPride , a visible, necessary stand as rights worldwide are under pressure.
Essential Takeaways
When and where: The Pride Walk kicks off on 25 July at the Dam and leads into WorldPride events across Amsterdam. Easy to find and family-friendly.
Why it matters: Protest is framed as vital this year, with rising anti‑LGBTQ sentiment and political attacks at home and abroad.
What to expect: A mix of celebration and activism , lively crowds, speeches, banners and a determined, hopeful atmosphere.
How to take part: Turn up on foot, bring visible support, invite others, or donate to groups defending LGBTQ rights.
Practical vibe: It's loud, colourful and emotional , wear comfy shoes, pack water, and be ready to chant and cheer.
Why the Pride Walk feels different this year
There’s a festive buzz, but also a sharper edge to WorldPride in Amsterdam. The city will be drenched in rainbow flags and big events on the canals, yet organisers and NGOs are stressing that this edition is not just about parties. According to the WorldPride programme and city briefings, the Walk is being presented as a protest for inclusion , a deliberate counterweight to rising anti‑LGBTQ rhetoric both in the Netherlands and abroad. Wear something colourful, but bring your conviction too; it’s as much a moral statement as it is a parade.
From Canal Parade glam to political action
Amsterdam’s Canal Parade has become an unmistakable spectacle , boats, corporate floats and VIP decks , and some people argue it’s drifted toward corporate theatre. City listings and the official Pride schedule show huge sponsorship and big stages, which attracts criticism about pinkwashing. That makes the Pride Walk feel vital: a street-level, grassroots moment where people can insist that visible support equals real commitment to rights and safety, not just marketing. If you care which brands you stand beside, the Walk is where you can make that choice public.
Global stakes: why solidarity matters beyond the Netherlands
Organisations such as Amnesty and international Pride networks highlight that gains can be fragile. New restrictive laws, shrinking civic space and harassment are trends in many countries, and Amsterdam’s WorldPride is drawing activists from places where being visible is dangerous. The Walk gives a platform for those voices and reminds local celebrants that this is also a moment of international solidarity. Bring a sign that speaks to global issues if you want your presence to mean more than local celebration.
How to join and make your attendance count
Joining the Pride Walk is straightforward: show up at the Dam on the day, go with friends or turn up solo , you’ll quickly find company. If you can’t be there in person, supporters can still donate to campaign groups or amplify messages on social media. Practical tips: choose comfortable clothing, plan public transport routes in advance, and, if you plan to photograph or film, ask permission before close shots. The Walk is designed to be accessible, but organisers also encourage people to stay aware and respectful of the protest element.
What the Walk says about Pride’s future in Amsterdam
WorldPride brings global attention and big budgets, and that spotlight forces a conversation about what Pride should be: celebration, protest or both. The Walk positions itself as a clear answer , that celebration without resistance rings hollow when rights are eroding. Look at the schedule and the host city materials and you’ll see a blend of parties and panels, but the Walk is the moment where solidarity is most visible in the streets. Join it if you want your Pride to be proudly political.
It's a small act of presence that helps keep rights live and loud.
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