Best Queer Roles Played by the Cast of Christopher Nolan’s The Odyssey

[image: ]
Shoppers and cinephiles alike are revisiting Hollywood résumés: Christopher Nolan's The Odyssey packs a starry cast, and many of those faces carry surprising, acclaimed LGBTQ+ work in their back pockets, here’s a lively tour of the most notable queer roles and why they still matter.
Essential Takeaways
Big-name crossover: Several lead and supporting players from The Odyssey have played memorable LGBTQ+ characters in films and TV, often in high-profile, award-winning projects.
Range of portrayals: Roles span biopics, dramas and prestige TV, from tender rom-com beats to harrowing true stories.
Emotional textures: Many performances bring rawness or quiet vulnerability, expect sensitive work, fierce transformations and occasional controversy.
Practical viewing tip: If you’re exploring cast filmographies, start with widely available streaming hits like Euphoria, The Umbrella Academy and Behind the Candelabra.
Why this matters: star power meets representation
Christopher Nolan's epic may be framed in ancient myth, but its cast reads like a who's-who of contemporary screen acting, and that matters for visibility. Some actors arrived at The Odyssey after playing queer figures in culturally significant projects, which helps mainstream those stories. And yes, there's a satisfying human detail here: seeing big stars take on queer roles signals a shift in what mainstream films are willing to show.
Tom Holland: controversy and complexity beyond the Spider-Man suit
Tom Holland plays Telemachus in Nolan's epic, but he also stepped into a fraught, gender-fluid storyline in Apple TV+'s The Crowded Room. The show features Holland as a character with multiple identities, one of which is Ariana, an arc that sparked loud, homophobic backlash online when a romantic scene aired. The reaction says as much about the culture around young actors as it does about the performance, and it underlines why sensitive portrayals still need careful handling.
Veterans and biopics: Michael Douglas’s Liberace universe and more
Matt Damon’s turn as Scott Thorson in Behind the Candelabra is a reminder that mainstream stars will sometimes dive headfirst into queer biopic territory. Damon’s small-but-bold performance opposite Michael Douglas gave a big-budget sheen to a love story that’s both tender and messy. These kinds of roles can reinvent an actor’s public image and make viewers re-examine familiar faces.
Transformations: Charlize Theron and the power of radical makeovers
Charlize Theron, who plays Calypso in The Odyssey, earned an Oscar for Monster, her terrifying and heartbreaking portrayal of Aileen Wuornos remains a touchstone for transformative acting. Theron later played a bisexual spy in Atomic Blonde, showing how actors can move between real-life stories and stylised genre pieces while continuing to portray queer characters with grit and nuance.
Younger screens, loud feelings: Zendaya and Elliot Page on prestige TV
Zendaya brings star wattage to Euphoria, where Rue’s entangled love for Jules is central to the show’s emotional engine. Meanwhile Elliot Page’s Viktor on The Umbrella Academy handled transition as part of a larger superhero saga, an example of how genre TV can incorporate real-world identities without reducing them to plot points. Both performances have helped normalise queer and trans narratives in shows watched by mainstream audiences.
Unexpected turns: Robert Pattinson, Jovan Adepo and others
Robert Pattinson’s early role in Little Ashes, as a young Salvador Dalí exploring an intimate relationship with Federico García Lorca, is a reminder that even actors now associated with megafranchises have queer-circuit credentials. And Jovan Adepo’s work in Watchmen, which reimagined Hooded Justice with a bisexual identity, shows how layered reinterpretations can add political and emotional depth to established myths. These parts reward viewers willing to dig into an actor’s back catalogue.
How to pick what to watch next
If you want to sample the queer work of The Odyssey ensemble, start with a mix: Behind the Candelabra for glossy biopic drama; The Umbrella Academy for a trans narrative wrapped in superhero chaos; Euphoria for raw, teen-centred queer storytelling. Remember to check content warnings, some of these projects deal with heavy subjects and explicit scenes. And if you’re curious about an actor’s range, look back to smaller indie titles; they often contain the most surprising turns.
It's a small change in the way we read star résumés, but it makes the whole cast feel richer for it.
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