Best Protest Theatre for World Pride: Why Wachten op Marsha Demands Action

[image: ]
Shoppers are turning their attention to protest on stage as World Pride Amsterdam brings Raymi Sambo’s Wachten op Marsha to the spotlight; the piece refuses to be a feel‑good celebration and instead revives the Stonewall fight, asking who pays when acceptance backslides.
Essential Takeaways
Bold premise: Wachten op Marsha stages a deliberate protest during World Pride rather than a festival celebration, with actors wielding flags and placards.
Historical anchor: The play invokes Marsha P. Johnson and the 1969 Stonewall uprisings as both inspiration and call to arms.
Personal stakes: Cast members treat performance as activism, blending lived experience with theatre in a visceral way.
Tone and style: The production is loud, physical and confrontational , expect stamping, chanting and a “get ready” refrain.
Practical note: Premiering amid parades and parties is intentional; the show seeks to jolt audiences who might otherwise only see Pride as spectacle.
A protest, not a party , the show’s opening punch
Wachten op Marsha opens like a line on a placard: direct and a little breathless, with a studio full of actors who sound and look like they mean it. According to Amsterdam Pride listings, the play is timed to World Pride, which makes the staging itself part of the message. You can feel the ambition , it’s a production that wants to unsettle, not just entertain.
Raymi Sambo, who co‑wrote and directs, says he’s answering a cultural drift. He remembers the 1990s as a moment of hard‑won freedom and argues that complacency has set in; theatre becomes his platform to say enough is enough. For audiences who’ve only ever seen rainbows on boats, this play is a reintroduction to Pride’s protest roots.
Marsha P. Johnson as a guiding spirit
The Marsha in the title is Marsha P. Johnson, and the show treats her less as a biographical subject and more like a galvanising presence. That mirrors the historical record: Marsha’s role in the Stonewall events is widely cited as foundational to modern Pride, and public memorials and reporting continue to reflect her symbolic importance.
Wachten op Marsha doesn’t attempt a straight biography; instead it projects questions up to Marsha , imagined or spiritual , about fear, doubt and endurance. That framing lets the piece connect the 1969 uprisings to contemporary grievances without getting bogged down in forensic detail.
Theatre as activism , actors who don’t separate art and politics
For performers like Ro Verwey, the distinction between stagecraft and political life is almost irrelevant. They describe playing Marvan as both acting and activism, a line that’s been deliberately blurred throughout the rehearsal process. That intimacy gives scenes a lived‑in, urgent quality.
Sambo has made activism a throughline in his trilogy about strong, black, controversial women, following a previous piece about Sylvana Simons and looking ahead to one centred on Winnie Mandela. This continuity makes clear that Wachten op Marsha is less a one‑off protest and more part of an ongoing conversation about representation and resistance.
Why now , commercial Pride versus protest Pride
There’s a tension bubbling under the production: World Pride comes with parties, sponsors and a busy calendar, and Sambo acknowledges the practical need for partners. Yet he’s frustrated at how media and sponsors focus on canal parades and glamour while sidelining urgent debate. Staging the premiere during World Pride is a deliberate counter‑programming move.
The show argues that Pride’s original purpose , visible, disruptive protest , has been softened into spectacle. It’s a useful reminder that public festivals evolve and that artists can reclaim events by reintroducing discomfort. If you’ve been wondering what happens when protest goes mainstream, this play argues the answer is to make noise again.
How to watch it , what to expect and take home
Expect a short, sharp theatrical experience: shouting, dancing that looks like a scuffle, improvised chants and makeshift placards. It’s visceral, sometimes confrontational, and designed to leave you unsettled. Practical tip: come prepared to stand with your own convictions, or to have them challenged.
Sambo wants audiences to leave with a spark , a renewed sense of urgency about discrimination and hate. Whether you agree with direct action or prefer other routes, the show’s central question , how long do you keep taking it? , is hard to shrug off.
It’s a small change that can make every celebration feel more like a commitment.
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