Best Michael Johnston Interviews: Why He Wants to Write an Intentional Queer Role
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Shoppers of culture are tuning into Michael Johnston’s next moves after Obsession became a box-office sensation; the openly gay actor says he now wants to choose, and possibly write, a meaningful, intentional queer role that reflects his upbringing and the impact representation had on fans.
Essential Takeaways
Breakout success: Johnston’s performance in Obsession helped the film become a major box-office hit, pushing the actor into greater choice over future projects.
Personal perspective: He wants a queer role that feels authentic and purposeful, shaped in part by growing up in the Bible Belt.
Representation mattered: Early work on Teen Wolf led to thousands of fan messages about coming out and self-acceptance, which influenced his outlook.
Creative control: Johnston has signalled interest in writing his own queer story to ensure nuance and intention.
Emotional tone: He prefers characters whose sexuality is one part of a rounded identity rather than the whole story.
Why Johnston’s next move matters , representation meets box-office clout
Johnston’s rise from supporting TV parts to a central role in a surprise hit has given him leverage, and he’s saying he intends to use it deliberately. According to his conversation on I’ve Never Said This Before, he now gets to “choose what I want to do,” and that includes roles that reflect his truth. That combination of commercial success and personal conviction makes his decision to pursue intentional queer storytelling notable for both fans and the industry.
How his background shapes the stories he wants to tell
Growing up in the Bible Belt left a mark, he explained, and that experience is part of why he wants to play a queer role that’s meaningful rather than tokenistic. He’s candid about the difficulties of that upbringing and how it informs the nuance he’s after. The result could be a character shaped by internal conflict, resilience and subtlety rather than broad strokes, something audiences hungry for honest queer narratives will likely appreciate.
The Teen Wolf effect , why authenticity can change lives
Johnston looks back on his time on MTV’s Teen Wolf with surprise at how much impact simply being authentic had on viewers. He told the podcast that he received thousands of messages from people saying his portrayal helped them come out or feel better about themselves. That feedback not only validated him but helped him accept his own identity, and it’s clearly steering his future choices. For actors and creators, it’s a reminder that small, truthful choices on screen can ripple outward in unexpected ways.
From breakout to bargaining power , what box office success unlocked
A hit on the scale Johnston enjoyed gives an actor more room to pick projects and push for creative control. Industry reporting has traced Obsession’s impressive run, and that success translates into bargaining power for performers who want to shape queer storytelling rather than simply appear in it. Johnston has hinted he might even write the project himself, which would let him control tone, nuance and the kind of representation he wants to see.
What to expect if he writes the role , nuance over shorthand
If Johnston takes to writing, expect a focus on character-first storytelling where sexuality is part of a person, not the entire plotline. He’s articulated a desire for roles where being gay is one thread in a richer tapestry, friends, family, ambition, fear and joy. That approach tends to age better with audiences and critics alike, and it gives fellow creatives a template for more rounded queer representation in mainstream cinema.
It's a small shift that could mean more honest stories on screen.
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