Best Busch Gardens Williamsburg Pride Day Guide: What to Expect This Sunday
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Spot a rainbow among the roller coasters: Busch Gardens Williamsburg is hosting its annual Pride Day on Sunday, July 26, with family-friendly performances, a vendor fair, a DJ dance party and specialty merchandise , most activities included with park admission, so it’s an easy add-on for a day out.
Essential Takeaways
When and where: Pride Day runs Sunday, July 26, at Busch Gardens Williamsburg, 10 a.m.–9 p.m., with multiple theatre shows and daytime activities.
Main attraction: Family-friendly drag and variety performances in the Abbey Stone Theatre at 11:30 a.m., 1:30 p.m. and 3:30 p.m.
Reserved seating option: Close-up seats for the theatre shows are available for $5.99; park admission is required separately.
Extras included: DJ dance party, vendor fair and event-themed merchandise are part of the celebration and included with admission.
Community roots: The event started in 2022 with the Hampton Roads LGBT Chamber of Commerce and returns for its fifth year.
What the day looks like , shows, music and a festival feel
If you picture rainbow flags fluttering beside coaster tracks, you’re not far off. The heart of Pride Day is a trio of lively, family-friendly performances in the Abbey Stone Theatre, featuring LGBTQ+ entertainers across singing and dance. There’s also a DJ dance party and a vendor fair, so it’s part variety show, part street fair, and part theme-park day out.
Busch Gardens lists the schedule and event details on its site, and the park runs these kinds of special event days alongside its seasonal programming. Think of Pride Day as another reason to time a visit when the park is buzzing but still easy to navigate.
The shows , who’s on stage and how to get a good view
Performers include Jennifer Warner, Just Jasmin, Sabrina Lawrence, Celestia Cox, Gensis and Steve Roberts, with shows at mid-morning, early afternoon and late afternoon. The performances are billed as family-friendly, so expect energetic numbers rather than late-night nightclub vibes.
If you want a guaranteed good seat, the park offers reserved seating for the Abbey Stone Theatre performances at $5.99, which covers the seat but not admission. If you’re planning to catch a show with children or want to avoid standing-room crowds, the small premium can be worth it.
Tickets, timing and how this fits with your park day
All Pride Day activities except the reserved-seating drag show are included with standard park admission, so you don’t need separate event tickets to enjoy most of the offerings. The park is open 10 a.m. to 9 p.m., which gives you plenty of time for rides, shows and the vendor area.
If you’re after a calmer visit, arrive early for the first show and enjoy rides before crowds peak. ParksRadar notes peak times for attractions and suggests planning around midday surges; aim for the 11:30 a.m. or 3:30 p.m. performances to split your day between theatre and attractions.
Shopping, vendors and little extras to watch for
Expect speciality Pride merchandise and a vendor fair selling food, crafts or community-focused goods. These stalls add a festival atmosphere and let you bring a keepsake home without hunting the main gift shops.
Busch Gardens often ties limited-edition merchandise to its events, so if there’s something you like, grab it sooner rather than later , popular items can sell through quickly on event days.
Why it matters , community, continuity and what comes next
This Pride Day marks the fifth annual celebration since the park teamed up with the Hampton Roads LGBT Chamber of Commerce in 2022. For local visitors it’s become a fixture: a chance to celebrate visibility in a family-friendly setting while enjoying a full theme-park day.
There’s broader value, too. Events like this help normalise LGBTQ+ representation in mainstream leisure spaces and give local performers a platform. Whether you come for the coasters, the shows, or just a colourful day out, it’s a simple way to support community-focused events.
It’s a small change that can make a big day out feel celebratory.
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