Best Belfast Road Closure Guide for Weekend Parades and Pride Parade Route Details
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Shoppers and drivers are planning around a busy Belfast weekend as multiple parades and festivals close city streets; here’s who’s marching, where and when, and practical tips to avoid delays and park legally.
Essential Takeaways
Main event: Belfast Pride parade starts from Custom House Square around 1pm and finishes by about 4pm, using central streets including High Street, Royal Avenue and Donegall Place, so expect lengthy city-centre restrictions.
Other processions: Rath Yatra (Festival of Chariots) assembles at Writers Square at 11am and moves at 12:30pm along Donegall Street and Dublin Road toward Crescent Gardens.
Local band marches: East and South Belfast band parades run through residential routes in the morning and early afternoon, with short commemorations at Belfast City Hall.
Festival delays: Féile an Phobail begins on the Falls Road, running two weeks; expect traffic slowdowns around Whiterock, Andersonstown and Glen Road.
Practical tip: Park legally, leave extra journey time, and follow police diversions and on‑the‑ground officers to avoid fines and blockages.
Pride in the centre: what to expect and when
The big draw is the Belfast Pride parade, moving off from Custom House Square at roughly 1pm and winding through the heart of the city until mid‑afternoon. The route threads High Street, Bridge Street, Waring Street, Donegall Street and the retail spine around Royal Avenue and Donegall Place, so the centre will feel snug and noisy, in a good way. Police have warned that closures and traffic restrictions will last for several hours, and officers will be directing traffic. If you’re heading into town for shopping or lunch, plan to arrive much earlier or pick public transport stops outside the immediate route.
Rath Yatra (Festival of Chariots): a quieter, colourful procession
The Festival of Chariots assembles at Writers Square at 11am and proceeds at 12:30pm along Donegall Street, Donegall Place and eventually Dublin Road toward Crescent Gardens. It’s a visually striking, family‑friendly parade rather than a mass march, but it still necessitates police diversions along its corridor. If you’re travelling along Dublin Road or Bedford Street around midday, expect temporary holds. For spectators, the best spots are near Writers Square or the stretch around Shaftesbury Square where the procession slows.
Band parades in East and South Belfast: local routes to note
East Belfast’s band parade gathers on Tower Street at 9:30am and moves at 10:15am, looping through Newtownards Road, Ann Street and the city hall area for a short commemoration at the Cenotaph. South Belfast sees multiple band assemblies from Pine Street and Charlotte Street in the early and mid‑afternoon, with winding routes through Shaftesbury Square, Sandy Row and Donegall Pass. These are community events with lots of local foot traffic, so residents should allow extra time for short diversions and respect the temporary road closures when leaving or returning home.
Féile an Phobail: two weeks of culture, two weeks of patience
Féile an Phobail kicks off on the Falls Road and runs across two packed weeks of arts and community events. The festival brings a steady stream of people and occasional road impacts across the wider Whiterock Road, Andersonstown Road and Glen Road areas. If you’re heading into West Belfast during the festival, leave more time and consider alternative routes. Local businesses will be busy, so park considerately and don’t block driveways or access.
How to plan journeys and park without drama
Police advice is straightforward: park legally, don’t obstruct properties, and follow officers’ direction. For drivers, early starts or leaving later in the afternoon often beat the worst of the closures. Public transport can be the easiest option, but check service updates since some stops may be affected. For spectators, bring water, comfy shoes and a bit of patience , these events are lively and friendly, and a little planning makes them enjoyable for everyone.
It's a small change to your routine that can make the day flow a lot smoother.
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