Best White Rock Pride Week Highlights: Community, Colour and Connection
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Shoppers and neighbours turned out as White Rock celebrated Pride Week, a colourful, community-led series of events that matter for visibility, safety and belonging across the city. From the flag-raising at City Hall to the car parade and family activities, here's what happened and why it counts.
Essential Takeaways
Flag-raising moment: City Hall hosted a well-attended Pride flag ceremony that felt warm and civic, with Mayor Megan Knight and the White Rock Pride Society leading the salute.
Public services visible: White Rock RCMP and Fire and Rescue took part, wearing specially designed Pride badges , a calm, reassuring sign for many residents.
Parade energy: The Pride Ride car parade packed Centennial Park with decorated vehicles and a waterfront cruise that drew smiles and waves.
Family-friendly programming: Events such as Family Day at Miramar Plaza and free concerts at the pier made Pride Week accessible and festive for all ages.
Community voice: Speakers and attendees emphasised belonging and the everyday need to speak up for dignity and respect.
A civic salute: flag-raising set the tone
The week began with a simple, striking scene , a newly redesigned international Pride flag unfurled beside White Rock City Hall, watched by more than 100 people. It felt bright and public, the sort of image that headlines: flags fluttering, people gathered, a town coming together. According to local organisers, the ceremony was led by Mayor Megan Knight and the White Rock Pride Society, underlining that this was an official, municipal moment as much as a grassroots one. For anyone wondering why these rituals matter, seeing civic leaders and uniformed services present sends a message: Pride is part of community life.
Uniforms and badges: small symbols, big meaning
One neat detail that caught attention was the specially designed Pride badge worn by members of the White Rock RCMP detachment and Fire and Rescue during the week. Little gestures like a badge can feel surprisingly reassuring to LGBTQ+ residents who want to know their emergency services respect and represent them. This isn’t merely about appearances; it’s part of a broader trend where public institutions signal inclusion through visible symbols. If you live locally and value that kind of reassurance, check whether your local services take part in similar initiatives , it can be a deciding factor when you feel safe to be yourself.
Cars, colours and community: the Pride Ride parade
The Pride Ride car parade delivered a playful, mobile kind of pageant. Cars decked out in rainbows gathered at Centennial Park and rolled along the waterfront, waving to onlookers and turning the seaside loop into a moving celebration. Parades like this are deceptively effective: they’re accessible for people who prefer to keep some distance, they let families and neighbours participate without a huge time commitment, and they create those unmissable, photographic moments that keep conversations going. If you missed it this year, it’s the sort of event that’s easy to join next time , decorate a car, fly a flag, come for the route along the pier.
Family Day and pier concerts: Pride for everyone
Pride Week wasn’t just for adults; Family Day at Miramar Plaza brought multi-generational activity to the heart of the schedule, while a free Concerts at the Pier event with Doug and the Slugs added live music and a relaxed evening vibe. Making Pride kid-friendly and mainstream is a deliberate choice by organisers who want these celebrations to be about belonging for everyone. If you’re planning to attend future events, look out for family programming and free shows , they’re a great way to introduce children to community values in a gentle, joyful setting.
Why voices and stories still matter
Speakers at the flag-raising reminded attendees that this is more than colour and confetti. Denise Darrell, a retired community executive, spoke about the importance of bringing people of different faiths, cultures and lived experiences together and the protective power of speaking up when words are wrong. Those remarks echo a larger conversation seen in coverage of Pride events nationally, where visibility is paired with calls for safety, dignity and mutual respect. For neighbours and allies, that’s a useful takeaway: showing up matters, and so does what you do when you hear something hurtful.
It's a small change that can make every handshake, conversation and neighbourhood walk feel a little more welcoming.
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