Best Rainbow Crosswalks: Stratford’s Message Stands Despite Vandalism
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Shoppers, parents and students gathered as Stratford officials and local LGBTQ+ advocates cut the ribbon on a rainbow crosswalk near Stratford High School, a bright symbol of inclusion that matters for young people and the wider community despite recent vandalism.
Essential Takeaways
Community-backed: The crosswalk was installed after a local ordinance and supported by town leaders, signalling official backing.
Recent damage: Vandals poured black paint and did e-bike burnouts on the paint, but volunteers quickly helped refresh it, leaving a slightly resilient, fresh-painted smell.
Police involved: Stratford police are investigating and the mayor says charges are likely, giving the project a formal, legal backing.
Emotional significance: Locals note the crosswalk’s role in visibility and youth safety, especially near a high school where students may feel vulnerable.
Room for more: Town officials are open to other advocacy groups applying for similar crosswalks if they meet requirements.
A bright ribbon-cutting with a bruise but no defeat
The ribbon was cut under warm evening light, the crosswalk’s colours looking freshly vivid despite traces of earlier damage. According to News 12 Connecticut, town officials and members of the LGBTQ+ community gathered for a small ceremony where laughter and speeches eased the sting of vandalism. You could almost hear the paint drying as neighbours swapped stories and offered paintbrushes.
The backstory is simple: Stratford passed an ordinance that allows decorative crosswalks, and this design was placed by King Street near Stratford High School to send a clear welcome. Colleen Hargrove, a local organiser, told reporters she found the crosswalk defaced with black paint and marks from an e-bike burn-out, but that nearly two dozen residents turned up to help repaint it. It became less about asphalt and more about people showing up.
Why location matters: school adjacency makes this more than decoration
Placing the crosswalk by a high school was a conscious choice and it’s resonating with residents. As one Stratford parent noted, visibility helps young people who might be struggling, and the crosswalk functions like a quiet landmark, soft comfort in public form. The placement invites daily recognition rather than a once-a-year parade.
That proximity also fuels debate: critics point to schools as sensitive spaces, while supporters cite declining mental-health statistics among LGBTQ+ youth as the precisely urgent reason for visible support. Stratford’s mayor framed it plainly: respect and safety are worth a crosswalk.
Enforcement and community response: paint, patrols and the promise of charges
Mayor David Chess told News 12 Connecticut the town’s police force is closing in on suspects and that the municipality plans to press charges, which shifts the story from symbolic to procedural. The Stratford Police Department’s involvement signals this isn’t being shrugged off as a prank.
Meanwhile, the immediate community response was very practical: grab brushes, cover the black paint, and hold a ribbon-cutting. That show of solidarity is what many organisers meant when they said the message of inclusion is bigger than pavement.
Trends: more towns, more colourful crosswalks , and more vandalism
Decorative crosswalks have been popping up across the US in recent years, as towns and advocacy groups use public art to communicate values. There’s a pattern: joyful installations often attract both supporters and detractors, and sometimes vandalism follows. LGBTQ Nation and other outlets have documented similar attacks elsewhere, showing this isn’t unique to Stratford.
If you’re considering proposing a community crosswalk where you live, check local ordinances early and plan for maintenance and security. Stratford’s example shows both the power of municipal approval and the importance of a quick volunteer clean-up plan.
How the community can keep the colours bright
Practical steps make a difference: document damage, report incidents to police, and arrange volunteer repaint days with weather-friendly paint. Stratford officials say they’ll allow other advocacy groups to apply for crosswalks if they meet requirements, so groups should gather signatures, design a maintenance plan, and work with local roads departments.
The human takeaway is simple: paint can be replaced, but the signal it sends takes root when people keep showing up.
It's a small change that can make every crosswalk a quieter place of safety and welcome.
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