Best Liverpool Nightlife Update: Elysium’s Future and the New Campus Club
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Shoppers and clubbers have watched Elysium’s boarded entrance for months , owners say renovations are under way and the city’s Pride weekend will still offer new late-night choices as Campus opens nearby. Here’s what’s changed, why it matters for Liverpool’s LGBTQ+ scene, and how to pick a night out that suits your vibe.
Essential Takeaways
Current status: Elysium remains closed after a September 2024 roof fire, with renovations reportedly ongoing and a planned reopening this year. 
Fire response: Merseyside Fire and Rescue tackled the blaze with multiple appliances and crews operating internally and externally. 
New opening: Campus, a two-floor LGBTQ+ venue in the former OMG space on Victoria Street, opens for Liverpool Pride with a playful house-party theme. 
Atmosphere differences: Elysium promised a large-capacity, live-music and house-DJ format; Campus leans into nostalgia, kitchen-disco energy and intimate rooms. 
Practical note: If you’re planning Pride nights out, consider room sizes and music style , one venue is big and versatile, the other more theatrical and social.
Elysium still closed, but owners promise a return
Arriving at Eberle Street you can still see the entrance boarded up and the memory of smoke-stained brickwork, which makes it hard not to feel a twinge of nostalgia. According to Merseyside Fire and Rescue, crews found the fire in the roof space and used both internal and external jets to control it. The building has been out of action since September 2024, and locals have watched plans and scaffolding closely ever since.
The Echo contacted Elysium and the team say renovations are continuing, with a reopening slated for later this year. For regulars who loved the venue’s mix of live music and house DJs, the reassurance is welcome , but there's caution too, because restoring a three-storey club after a roof fire takes time and money. Expect phased works and safety checks before the lights go back on.
What the fire showed about venue safety in the city
Watching firefighters with breathing apparatus and an aerial appliance at the scene felt dramatic, but it was also a sharp reminder of how vulnerable old nightlife buildings can be. Merseyside Fire and Rescue’s incident log makes clear that the response was significant, and temporary road and car park closures affected the local area while crews worked.
That response has a silver lining: clubs and promoters are more alert to fire safety and emergency planning now. If you manage or hire a venue, check certificates and evacuation plans before booking a big night. If you’re an attendee, take note of exits and stay with friends , common sense matters when buildings have been repaired or altered.
Campus opens for Pride , a different kind of night out
While Elysium sorts its comeback, Campus is arriving in time for Pride as a deliberately playful alternative. The new two-floor concept in the former OMG site is designed around the feeling of kitchen discos and house parties, with The Kitchen as the main dancefloor and The Living Room for quieter socialising. Amy Gwynn, who runs GBar and other Liverpool venues, wants Campus to complement the scene rather than duplicate it.
Promoter Andy Locker says Campus is about nostalgia and community, and the theatrical touches , drag "professors", campus motifs , give it a clear personality. For Pride weekend, that means another option for people who prefer a social, slightly tongue-in-cheek night out rather than a 1,200-capacity rave. It’s worth checking line-ups early; themed venues fill quickly.
How the city’s LGBTQ+ nightlife is evolving
Liverpool’s queer night scene has been resilient and creative, and these changes show how operators are balancing scale with intimacy. Elysium aimed high with a versatile, large-capacity offer when it opened; Campus responds to demand for themed, experience-led nights that feel chatty and familiar. Between them, there’s something for everyone , big-house energy or smaller-room singalongs.
Industry chatter suggests owners are focused on diversification: clubs that double as private-event spaces, promoters curating themed weekends, and venues leaning into nostalgia. For punters that means more choice, but also the need to read the room , literally and figuratively , before you buy tickets.
Practical tips for planning your Pride nights out
If you’re choosing where to go, start with music and mood: does your group want an all-night dancefloor or cosy corners to catch up? Check capacity and entry policies , themed venues sometimes sell tickets per room. Look for recent safety or refurbishment updates if a venue has had recent incidents, and arrive early on big nights to avoid long queues.
Lastly, support the venues you love. Whether you want the full Elysium vibe when it returns or the cosy chaos of Campus now, your presence helps Liverpool’s nightlife thrive and rebuild.
It's a small change that can make every night out feel safer and more fun.
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