Best Drag Story Hour Moments: How Kyle Chu Turned Trauma into Kids’ Joyful Activism
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Shoppers are turning to stories and safe spaces as teachers, librarians and performers push back on a wave of book bans; Bay Area drag queen Kyle Chu (aka Panda Dulce) has turned a terrifying library attack into art, community organising and children's books that matter.
Essential Takeaways
High-profile backlash: The American Library Association logged thousands of book challenges in 2025, highlighting a nationwide surge in censorship that affects schools and libraries.
Personal courage: Kyle Chu was targeted during a Drag Story Hour reading; the incident went viral and exposed gaps in local police responses and media handling.
Creative reclamation: Chu channelled the trauma into a short film, After What Happened at the Library, winning festival awards and fundraising to expand it.
Children’s literature advocacy: Chu co-authored What Kind of Queen? celebrating José Sarria, linking historical queer resistance to contemporary youth programming.
Practical value: Drag Story Hour and teacher-curated diverse syllabuses offer playful, sensory-rich experiences that build empathy and representation for children.
Why Drag Story Hour still matters , and why it scares some people
Drag Story Hour is joyful, bright and very effective at making young children curious about difference; it’s also become a lightning rod in culture wars. According to the American Library Association, 2025 saw a sharp rise in book challenges and school bans, which has put queer youth programming on the front line of political fights. Educators and librarians have stepped up to protect stories, and performers like Kyle Chu have been central to that defence. If you want kids to see themselves and learn empathy, these events still deliver that immediate, playful sensory magic.
The San Lorenzo incident: what happened and why it mattered
In 2022 Kyle Chu was reading at a public library when a mob organised online burst in and hurled transphobic slurs, terrifying children and families. Police reportedly declined to pursue hate crime charges, and the aftermath left Chu re-traumatised and publicly exposed. The episode shows how quickly a local event can become national fodder, and how institutions can fail those they should protect. Many performers have since had to learn de-escalation, documentation and self-care strategies just to keep doing their outreach.
Turning trauma into storytelling , the power of reclaiming a narrative
Rather than disappear, Chu made a film, After What Happened at the Library, transforming a personal attack into a controlled, creative narrative. The film has won festival awards and helps her reclaim agency over how the story is told. Filmmaking here is not only catharsis; it’s activism. When media outlets reduce complex experiences to soundbites, art gives back nuance and shows the human cost beneath headlines.
Books as resistance , teaching, libraries and the syllabus fight
Many teachers curate reading lists to include voices that push students’ thinking, and those same books frequently appear on banned lists. The ALA’s recent reporting shows thousands of 2025 book challenges, and schools have been hot spots for censorship. Teachers and librarians are responding by circulating banned titles, creating programming and holding community conversations. If you’re a parent, teacher or librarian wondering how to help, start by asking your school about policies, volunteering at readings, or donating copies of challenged books to local libraries.
José Sarria, community history and why representation matters in kids’ books
Chu’s children’s book work includes a collaboration on a picture biography of José Sarria, a pioneering San Francisco drag activist who built solidarity when queer people faced repeated police raids. Historic details , like the “I am a boy” buttons performers once used to deflect harassment , show how queer people organised to survive. Teaching kids these histories makes today’s events less isolating and more legible: it’s a chain of community care, resistance and joy.
Practical tips for supporters and organisers
If you want to support inclusive story hours or classroom libraries, practical steps help. Document events carefully, build relationships with local librarians and school boards, and consider training in de-escalation or legal reporting. Backing performers financially or attending readings shows up in a visible, morale-boosting way. And if you run programming, design alcohol-free, family-centred events , they’re more accessible and often more resilient when controversies arise.
It's a small change that can make every story hour and library visit safer and more joyful.
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