Best Pride Is Awesome Party Guide: Warm Up Your Vancouver Pride Weekend
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Shoppers and partygoers are already eyeing an early Pride warm-up , the Pride Is Awesome Party , happening Thursday, July 30 at the historic Bayside Lounge in Vancouver’s West End. It’s a sunset-ready, after-work celebration of music, food and community, with a portion of ticket sales supporting the Vancouver Pride Society.
Essential Takeaways
When and where: Thursday, July 30, 6–10pm at the Bayside Lounge, 1755 Davie Street, English Bay , an easy stop after work or the beach. 
What to expect: DJs Leanne, Marcela and G-Luve, a live spot from Tracey Bell’s Madonna act, a memory photo wall, complimentary tasting stations and Pride swag. 
Vibe and view: Classic Bayside atmosphere with sweeping English Bay vistas, relaxed early-evening energy and inclusive crowd. 
Community benefit: A portion of proceeds goes to the Vancouver Pride Society, continuing established local partnerships. 
A perfect post-work party with sunset views
If you want to slide straight from the office or the beach into Pride mode, this event nails the brief. The Bayside Lounge is a West End landmark with panoramic sightlines over English Bay, so you’ll actually see the sun dip behind the water while the DJs kick things off. That calm-before-the-late-night buzz is a lovely, low-stakes way to start Pride weekend , the music’s lively but the mood stays convivial.
Local nightlife organisers designed the party to be accessible: think after-work crowd rather than full-on clubbers. According to Bayside’s event listings and local Pride calendars, the venue often hosts similar early-evening gatherings, so the format feels familiar and reliably fun. Bring light layers , it gets breezy by the water once the sun drops.
DJs, drag and nostalgic anthems , what’s on the playlist
Expect a mix that nods to classic Pride energy while keeping things current. Local DJs Leanne, Marcela and G-Luve will weave house, pop and throwback hits, creating a soundtrack that’s easy to dance to without being overwhelming. Then there’s Tracey Bell, performing as Madonna , a theatrical moment that’s both camp and crowd-pleasing.
This blend mirrors how Vancouver’s queer nightlife has evolved: DJs and performers who respect nostalgia and also push new sounds. If you’re picking when to arrive, early doors give you time to enjoy the sunset and the tastings; later on the vibe ramps up as people settle into the music.
Food, freebies and a photo wall , small touches that matter
The event pairs music with bite-sized experiences , complimentary food tasting stations, Pride-themed swag on arrival and a memory photo wall featuring local drag artist Ra. These details make it feel more like a proper party and less like a one-set DJ night. The tastings mean you can graze rather than commit to a late dinner, and the photo wall gives you a tangible keepsake to prove you were there.
If you’re going with friends, plan to arrive together so you can grab group photos before the crowd thickens. And if you’re avoiding alcohol, organisers will have non-alcoholic options, so everyone can join the toast.
Community-first: tickets that give back
One of the nicer things about this party is that it’s set up to support the Vancouver Pride Society. A portion of each ticket goes to the Society, continuing a pattern of longtime collaboration between local media and Pride programming. That connection keeps this event tied into the wider festival calendar rather than standing apart from it.
Buying a ticket feels like a double win: you get a pleasant evening out and help sustain community programming. If you’d like to make a bigger impact, check in with the Vancouver Pride Society about other ways to support during the festival weekend.
How to make the most of the evening
Arrive early to enjoy the sunset and the complimentary tastings, then move to the front for the Madonna set if you want a show. Dress for a seaside breeze and comfy dancing shoes , the floor is meant for moving. If you’re coming with a group, set a meeting spot near the photo wall so you don’t get split up once the place fills.
Finally, treat it as a warm-up. The Pride Is Awesome Party is designed to complement, not replace, the late-night events and main Pride festivities that follow. It’s an easy, sociable way to start the weekend with friends, views and a soundtrack you’ll be humming on the way home.
It’s a small change that can make your Pride weekend feel a little more celebratory from the first sunset.
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