Best Drag Rugby in Cardiff Raises Funds and Smiles at Cardiff Arms Park
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Shoppers and sports fans packed Cardiff Arms Park as drag queens swapped heels for studs in a sold‑out charity match, raising money and awareness while delivering a riotous, good‑natured spectacle that mattered to the city.
Essential Takeaways
Record crowd: The annual drag rugby match drew its biggest audience yet at Cardiff Arms Park, helping boost charitable donations. 
Inclusive teams: A side of local drag performers faced the Cardiff Lions RFC, Wales’ first inclusive rugby union club. 
Community spirit: Organisers and volunteers from Mary’s bar, Cardiff Lions, and local performers ensured smooth logistics and lively halftime entertainment. 
Family feel: The event combined athleticism with performance , loud, colourful and surprisingly tactile, with close tackles and theatrical flair. 
Charity focus: Funds benefit Dreams and Wishes, with organisers promising the final total once all counting is complete.
A spectacle with a full house and a warm buzz
The biggest single fact about this year’s event is the crowd , the stand was packed, the noise was constant and you could feel the grin‑worthy mix of sport and theatre in the air. Cardiff Arms Park hasn’t seen a gate like this for the drag rugby fixture, which sold out well in advance and raised vital funds for Dreams and Wishes. According to the match hosts, organisers were “truly overwhelmed” by the scale of support, and it showed in the atmosphere.
How a bar night turned into a charitable rugby tradition
This fixture grew out of a simple idea: bring together the capital’s drag scene and the inclusive rugby community to create something joyful and useful. Mary’s bar and Cardiff Lions RFC have been central to organising the match, and local reporting confirms the Lions’ long‑standing role as Wales’ first inclusive rugby club. Over the years it’s become less novelty and more staple , a way to celebrate diversity while doing good.
Players, performance and a pinch of chaos
On the pitch the drag team swapped stilettos for studs and gave a performance you could both applaud and tackle. The match blended theatrics with genuine rugby moments , solid scrums, committed runs and a few theatrically timed pratfalls. Halftime entertainment included the South Wales Gay Men’s Chorus and standout local acts, keeping the crowd entertained between plays. It’s the sort of event where your cheeks hurt from laughing and cheering.
Why the Cardiff Lions matter off the field
The Lions aren’t just match opponents; they’re a community engine. Founded as an inclusive club, they welcome players of all skill levels and orientations, and local coverage underlines their ongoing commitment to inclusion and outreach. Their volunteers helped with everything from stewarding to warming up performers, which is why organisers singled them out in their thanks. For anyone choosing a club, the Lions show how sport can be both competitive and compassionate.
Practical tips if you want to go next year
If you’re planning to attend next time, expect a busy ticketing window , this match sells out early. Turn up in comfortable shoes, bring small notes for merchandise and food stalls, and arrive in time for the half‑time show if you want the whole experience. If you volunteer, you’ll likely be rostered across scanning, bar help or stewarding , organisers always welcome extra hands. And if you’re coming with children, the vibe is family‑friendly but loud, so bring ear protection if needed.
It's a small change that makes every play and performance feel like part of something bigger.
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