Best NWPA Pride Events This August: Picnic, Raffle and Waldameer Pride Day Plans
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Get ready to make waves , NWPA Pride Alliance is rolling out a sun-soaked weekend for mid‑August, with a free family-friendly Pride Picnic at Presque Isle followed by a discounted Pride Day at Waldameer and Water World, perfect for community connection, potluck sharing and summer fun.
Essential Takeaways
When and where: Pride Picnic on Saturday 15 August at Rotary Pavilion, Presque Isle State Park, 1–6pm; Waldameer Pride Day on Sunday 16 August with Water World opening at 11am and the main park at noon. 
Free and family-friendly: The picnic has free admission, a community potluck, and the annual family portrait , bring a dish to share and your picnic blanket. 
Tickets and discounts: Discounted one‑day Waldameer combo passes are available for $35 plus fees and can be picked up at Coaster Pavilion I. 
Community support: Organisers are seeking raffle basket donations and vendor participation; local businesses and volunteers are invited to help. 
Where to find details: Full schedules, park rules, raffle drop‑offs, volunteer and vendor sign‑ups, and ticket info at nwpapride.org.
What to expect at the Pride Picnic: sun, smiles and potluck classics
Expect a mellow, joyful vibe under the pines at Rotary Pavilion, with the salty lake breeze and families laying out blankets. The 33rd annual picnic mixes tradition with casual celebration: think hearty potluck dishes, lawn games, face paints and the always‑popular family portrait. According to NWPA Pride Alliance event listings, admission is free and runs through the afternoon, making it an easy stop for folks who want a relaxed Saturday with community at its heart.
The potluck format means a little something for everyone, and the organisers encourage attendees to bring a dish to share. If you’re unsure what to bring, a crowd‑pleasing salad, a fruity dessert or a picnic‑friendly tray will be gratefully received. Bring sun protection and a foldable chair if you prefer a bit more comfort.
Waldameer Pride Day: water slides, coasters and a queer meet‑up spot
On Sunday the party moves to Waldameer and Water World, where the queer community will gather at Coaster Pavilion I. Water World opens at 11am and the main park at noon, so you can plan a splashy morning or an adrenaline‑packed afternoon. Discounted combo passes make it cheaper to do both parks in a day, and the passes are available in advance for easy pickup.
If you love a good line‑up for roller coasters or prefer floating the lazy river, this day caters to both. Keep an eye on park guidelines at nwpapride.org , there are often rules about loose items, sunscreen types and re‑entry that make the day smoother. Arrive early if you want prime shade by the pavilion or to snag lockers.
How local businesses and volunteers can join the celebration
Organisers are actively seeking raffle basket donations, vendors and volunteers to help the weekend run smoothly. Local shops and cafés can put together themed baskets , think gift cards, local treats and Pride merch , to support fundraising and community prizes. The NWPA Pride website has a vendor sign‑up and volunteer page with clear steps to get involved.
Volunteering is a great way to meet people and contribute: shifts often include set‑up, raffle table management, or helping with the family portrait queue. If you represent a business, pitching a raffle basket or a small stall can boost visibility and show local solidarity.
Practical tips for attendees: what to bring and how to plan
Plan for sun and sand at Presque Isle , pack sunscreen, a hat, insect repellent and a cooler for perishables. Bring utensils, napkins and a serving spoon for potluck dishes to keep things tidy. For Waldameer, consider waterproof phone pouches, water‑friendly footwear and a quick‑dry towel. If you need accessible routes or special accommodations, check the event page or contact organisers in advance.
Buy the discounted Waldameer combo pass ahead of time to avoid queuing at the gates, and label your belongings , busy days mean lost items can be a headache. If you’re donating a raffle basket, follow drop‑off instructions on nwpapride.org so organisers can include it in the draw.
Why these events matter for the community
Small seasonal events like the picnic and theme‑park day do more than entertain; they knit a community together. According to NWPA Pride listings and local Pride resources, these gatherings offer visibility, mutual support and a safe space for queer families, allies and neighbours to celebrate. There’s a comforting mix of tradition , the picnic’s long history , and fresh energy from new volunteers and vendors.
Whether you’re a long‑time attendee or thinking of coming for the first time, these events are an easy, joyful way to connect. And yes, your dog might give the pond a curious look, but check park rules first.
It's a small change that can make every summer weekend feel a little more like home.
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