Best Moments from Berlin’s 32nd Lesbian and Gay City Festival: Pride, Politics and Community Spirit
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Shoppers, partygoers and politicians packed Schöneberg for the 32nd Lesbian and Gay City Festival, where music, stalls and bold fashion met a serious political moment , Jens Spahn’s resignation was the talk of the day, and longtime local figures reminded the crowd why visibility still matters.
Essential Takeaways
Huge turnout: The organisers call it one of Europe’s largest queer street festivals, drawing huge crowds and full streets by mid‑afternoon, with lively stalls and loud music.
Klaus Wowereit honoured: The former Berlin mayor arrived to warm applause, his presence a reminder of 25 years of public visibility and change.
Political ripple: Jens Spahn’s resignation as CDU parliamentary leader coloured conversations, prompting frank remarks from festival veterans.
Diverse scene: From fetish stalls to family groups, the festival mixed advocacy, community services and a party atmosphere , loud, colourful and sometimes messy.
Local awards: The Rainbow Award highlighted local queer political work, underscoring that activism at neighbourhood level still shapes change.
A legend returns , and the crowd feels it
Klaus Wowereit’s stroll onto the stage was a small, joyful theatrical moment: white jeans, a smart pink shirt and a practiced wave that made people laugh and clap. According to local reporting, his appearance worked as both celebration and reminder , that moment in the 1990s when a top politician said “I’m gay” changed everyday life in Berlin. The scene felt warm and nostalgic, but not complacent; Wowereit himself warned against relaxing now, pointing to ongoing threats from the right. For festival visitors, seeing one of the people who helped normalise queer life was a quick lesson in how public visibility matters.
Politics on parade , Spahn’s resignation and the festival conversation
The day’s mood was shaped not just by flags and music but by recent national headlines: Jens Spahn’s resignation as CDU parliamentary chief became a live topic among visitors. Local voices at the festival tied the political fallout into debates about privacy, family and responsibility. Coverage from regional outlets confirmed the resignation, and commentators at the event suggested it had deep resonance for queer communities and allies who’ve watched conservative politics evolve. For many attendees, the story underscored how national politics still lands in neighbourhood spaces , and how festivals can turn into informal town halls.
Streets full of colour , the messy, joyful reality of a big city festival
By mid‑afternoon the festival was at full throttle: alleys clogged with people, bins overflowing, and a carnival of looks from latex to glitter. Organisers and coverage alike noted the scale , a mixture of queer projects, advice centres and the odd hetero passerby drawn by the atmosphere. That mix is part of the festival’s energy: you can find serious counselling stands next to bratwurst sellers and performance stages. Practical tip: arrive early if you want a quieter stroll, and pack a small bin bag for wrappers , the city gets lively and crowded fast.
Local activism still front and centre , awards and community services
Amid the partying, the festival kept its civic spine. The Rainbow Award went to a local CDU deputy mayor who spoke about coming from a small town and finding political home in queer networks. Nearby, advice booths for bisexual people, local SOS and queer support services were on hand, demonstrating the event’s dual role , a street party and a community fair. If you’re weighing where to volunteer or donate, events like this make clear that visible celebration and grassroots help go hand in hand.
Why this matters , visibility, vulnerability and what’s next
The festival is a reminder that progress is both cultural and fragile. Speakers and long‑time attendees pointed out gains in equality and discrimination protection, but also named the work left to do, especially against resurgent right‑wing politics. Coverage from local government and festival organisers highlights an ongoing commitment to the “rainbow neighbourhood” brand and to keeping Schöneberg a safe, visible space. For anyone who cares about queer life in cities, it’s both inspiration and a call to stay active.
It's a bright, noisy reminder that celebration and politics mix , and that shows no sign of changing.
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