Best Sapphic Reads and Friday Freebies: Top Picks, Author Clues, and Cute Canine Smiles
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Celebrate the weekend with seven free reads, three top-clicked sapphic books this week, a cheeky author guessing game, and a grin-worthy dog pic , plus a tucked-away travel tease about Budapest. This roundup is for readers hunting deals, discovering new authors, and enjoying a light-hearted Friday scroll.
Essential Takeaways
Seven freebies today: a mix of short reads and first-in-series offers, but some are time-limited so check dates. 
Top three sapphic books: current reader clicks show clear favourites , great starting points if you want popular recent releases. 
Author spotlight: LJ Reynolds (L.L. Reynolds) features in the weekly "5 Random Things" with a memorable dedication story. 
Guess the Author game: clue five hints at a writer curious about biology, evolution, and speculative gender dynamics , play along and check Saturday for the reveal. 
Feel-good extras: a smiling dog photo from author Edale Lane and a sponsor nod to Adrian J. Smith’s Promises We Meant to Keep.
Seven Friday freebies , what to grab before prices change
The big draw today is the batch of seven free titles, some only free on July 17, 2026, so timing matters. Freebies usually include first books of series, novellas, and short stories , quick, satisfying reads you can finish in an afternoon. This kind of flash sale is common in romance circles, where authors and publishers use limited-time freebies to hook readers into series or backlists. If you spot an intriguing blurb, snag it immediately and archive it in your library. International pricing and marketplace rules vary, so double-check your local store before assuming a title is free.
Top 3 sapphic books by clicks , what people are reading right now
Each week some titles bubble up as the most-clicked, giving a pulse on current reader tastes. This week’s trio represents a mix of contemporary romance, emotional slow-burns, and maybe a dash of speculative or historical flavours. Click-count lists are a handy discovery tool: they’ll point you to books that are connecting with other readers, but don’t be afraid to try something off-list if a blurb hooks you. If you want recommendations tailored to your mood, note whether you prefer quiet, character-driven stories or plot-forward romances and pick accordingly.
LJ Reynolds in the hot seat , five random things and a dedicated streak
LJ Reynolds (also known as L.L. Reynolds) pops up as the week’s featured author with five quick facts. One standout is the dedication story mentioned in fact #2 , a small, human detail that fans love. Profiles like this give readers a behind-the-scenes feel. According to author pages and Goodreads listings, Reynolds writes with a personable voice and often engages with readers online, which explains why her work tends to attract a loyal following. If you’re curious about craft or influences, these short Q&As are a good place to start.
Guess the Author game , clue five and the fun of literary sleuthing
The weekly Guess the Author game gives five clues over the week to help readers identify a sapphic author. Clue #5 mentions a lifelong curiosity about biology, evolution, being human, and imagining a world where women finally ruled , that narrows the field to writers who blend science curiosity with speculative ideas. Games like this refresh how we think about authors: not just as names on covers, but as people with persistent questions and obsessions that shape their fiction. Bookmark the Saturday post if you want to see if your hunch was right.
Community touches , smiling dogs, sponsorships, and travel crumbs
Authors often share personal moments, and Edale Lane’s photo of a smiling dog is a reminder why followings grow beyond books: we like to know the humans behind the pages. Small, cheerful posts make newsletters feel like friendly chats. The post also thanks sponsor Adrian J. Smith and points readers toward Promises We Meant to Keep, a reminder that sponsored content keeps freebies and features coming. Finally, there’s a tease about good news from Budapest at the end of the post , a nice nudge to scroll through and stay engaged.
Closing line Grab the freebies, follow the clues, and enjoy a sunny, bookish weekend , these small pleasures add up.
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