Best San Diego Black Pride Ball Moments: Joy, Vogue and Community Reclaimed
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Shimmers and beats lit up Liberty Station as San Diego Black Pride transformed a chapel into a high-energy runway, celebrating Black queer joy and creativity while raising funds to support the local LGBTQ+ community this weekend. Here's what happened, why it matters, and how the city is embracing Black Pride events.
Essential Takeaways
Lively setting: Liberty Station’s chapel became a runway with rainbow lights, DJ in the pulpit and a glitter curtain entrance , about 100 people attended, creating an intimate, electric vibe. 
Kiki-style ball: Organisers described the event as kiki , community-focused, lower stakes, and welcoming to newcomers as well as seasoned performers. 
Wide programme: The ball featured runway categories and battles , performance, realness, face, body, sex, and more , plus DJs, MCs and judges scoring with “tens.” 
Community purpose: San Diego Black Pride planned months in advance; proceeds support Black LGBTQ+ programming and aim to create a safe, celebratory space. 
Feeling of belonging: Attendees and performers said the ball offered visibility, healing and the joy of seeing Black queer people together.
A chapel turned runway , the scene was electric
The first thing you noticed was the sound: house and club beats shaking the floorboards, punctuated by cheers and the crack of unfurled fans. According to Daylight San Diego, the DJ perched in the pulpit and rainbow lights replaced the usual altar, giving the space a celebratory, slightly surreal glow. It felt intimate , roughly 100 spectators , but packed with energy and colour, from faux fur to leg warmers and glittering makeup. If you weren’t moved by the music, you were by the sight of people finally allowed to perform without apology.
Why organisers picked a chapel , reclaiming space matters
San Diego Black Pride intentionally chose the chapel as venue because church has been both a space of Black celebration and a site of queer harm, organisers said. The theme, “unbound and unlimited,” was about freedom and empowerment, and board members spent six months planning events around that idea. The choice felt like a deliberate reclaiming: a space that once excluded now hosting vogue, praise and community affirmation. It’s a small but powerful statement about who belongs where.
Ballroom culture in San Diego , kiki vibes, big feelings
While mainstream shows have popularised ballroom culture, the scene’s roots run much deeper. Organisers and performers noted that ballroom emerged along the East Coast in the 1920s and evolved into the vibrant culture we see now. San Diego’s scene is smaller than New York or LA and skews kiki , lower stakes, more community-focused, and very welcoming to newcomers. That makes it perfect for a local Black Pride ball: less pressure to compete, more space to celebrate and learn.
Standout performers and crowd moments
Several walkers and battlers brought the house down, with MCs calling categories and judges holding up tens for show-stopping walks. Friidae, a local fixture, won a runway prize and later earned “tens across the board” for a performance full of precise floorwork and dramatic drops. Naim Wright, who usually performs in Los Angeles, reminded the room why knowing queer history matters and said spectating is just as valid as performing. Those moments , the applause, the shouts, the people saying “I feel seen” afterwards , summed up why these nights matter.
What this means for San Diego Pride season and the wider community
San Diego Black Pride’s weekend is part of a broader cluster of Pride events around the city, with listings and guides popping up across local calendars. The ball was a preview of that wider energy: events that centre Black queer voices, build networks and funnel proceeds into community support. For people curious about getting involved, organisers say you don’t have to perform , just turn up, watch, clap and learn. It’s a safe way to start connecting with a scene that has deep cultural resonance.
It's a small change that can make every performance feel like home.
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