Best Queer Films to See at OutfestNEXT Los Angeles This Summer
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Heads up: film lovers are flocking back to cool, dark cinemas as OutfestNEXT returns to LA, serving up 18 features and 30+ shorts that spotlight new queer voices, urgent documentaries and crowd-pleasing comedies , a perfect indoor escape during the heatwave and a vital celebration of LGBTQ+ stories.
Essential Takeaways
Event details: OutfestNEXT runs July 23–26 at the LA LGBT Center’s Village at Ed Gould Plaza with 18 features and 30+ shorts. 
Wide range: The programme spans documentaries, rom-coms, thrillers and experimental work , expect both intimate dramas and bold genre pieces. 
Standouts to watch: Highlights include The Brittney Griner Story, Dreamboi, Mineshaft: The Cruising Murders and Barbara Forever. 
Mood & feel: Screenings promise emotional highs, nostalgic thrills and moments of political urgency , many films carry a raw, tactile quality. 
Practical tip: Buy tickets early for screenings marked “TICKETS”; some popular titles are listed “On Standby” and may fill fast.
Why OutfestNEXT is the festival to beat this summer
OutfestNEXT has carved out a reputation for surfacing buzzy, conversation-starting queer films, and this year’s slate leans into that confident, eclectic taste. The festival takes over the Village at Ed Gould Plaza, which means outdoor vibes meet air-conditioned relief , handy when the city’s thermometer climbs. Organisers describe the series as a space where defiant art meets community power, and you can feel that in the curation: there’s formal daring here, but also films made to move you.
Programming pulls from hotspots like Sundance, Tribeca and the Berlinale, so you’re often seeing work that’s already stirring critics and audiences. If you want the freshest queer cinema in Los Angeles this month, OutfestNEXT is where to be.
Films that demand your attention , data and drama
Documentaries anchor much of the programme, and they arrive with real stakes. The Brittney Griner Story promises a firsthand account of an international trauma, while Mineshaft: The Cruising Murders examines a controversial 1980s film and the dark true crime it intersected with. These features don’t just inform , they reframe public narratives and invite conversation.
On the narrative side, there’s a pleasing mix: coming-of-age tales like Black Burns Fast and Sparks sit beside genre players such as Dreamboi and On The Road. Expect colour, music and strong performances; many of these films earned festival accolades and carry the kind of emotional clarity you can feel in the theatre.
Comedies, rom‑coms and lighter fare worth a seat
If you fancy something breezier, OutfestNEXT has you covered. Before I Do offers a crowd-pleasing bachelor weekend romp, and Something You Should Know About Me showcases a comic performer stepping into a charming rom-com lead. Gregg Araki’s I Want Your Sex returns him after a long gap with a provocative sex comedy, and Madfabulous serves up flamboyant costume drama with a queer historical twist.
These films are great for a group night out: they lean into laughter and warmth, and they make good entry points for viewers new to queer cinema.
Quiet, tender stories with sharp emotional cores
Counterbalancing the big statements are quieter, ache-filled pieces. Barbara Forever retraces a pioneering lesbian filmmaker’s life with archival intimacy, while Maspalomas follows a late-in-life coming out that’s both bittersweet and tender. Out Of The Woods examines memory and longing with restrained performances, and Can’t Go Over It asks how friendships evolve when people change.
If you love films that sit with you after the lights come up, add a couple of these to your must-see list.
How to pick the right screenings and make the most of your visit
Start by prioritising titles listed as “TICKETS” if you can, because “On Standby” screenings often require extra patience. Check runtime and content notes , some documentaries and dramas are intense, so plan a lighter film afterwards if you need a palate cleanser. Arrive early for outdoor seating and to soak in the community atmosphere; bring a water bottle and a light layer, the chill can be deceptive.
If you’re after Q&As and filmmaker panels, watch the schedule closely , those sessions are where you get the best behind-the-scenes stories and a sense of why these films were made.
It's a small change that can make every screening feel like a communal, cathartic night out.
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