Best Newcastle Pride March Route Changes and What to Expect in 2026
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Shoppers and revellers are already talking , Newcastle Pride 2026 brings a fresh march route, big-name speakers and a weekend of city-centre joy on July 25; here’s what’s changed, who’s speaking, and how to make the most of Pride weekend in Newcastle.
Essential Takeaways
New finish line: The march will start at Newcastle Civic Centre and finish at Grey’s Monument, giving a prominent central end-point and lively atmosphere.
Big speakers: Expect speeches from North East Mayor Kim McGuinness and Olympic champion Dame Kelly Holmes, adding high-profile support.
Festival shift: Curious Arts now runs the festival, with events across Theatre Royal, Northern Stage and Times Square.
Headline acts: Times Square stage will host Nadine Coyle, Danny Beard and Katy B , a mix of pop and club-ready energy.
Practical note: The Pride 5K kicks off on July 24, started by Dame Kelly Holmes; plan travel and meet-up spots around central hubs.
A bold new finish , Grey’s Monument puts Pride centre stage
The headline change is simple and visible: the march still begins at Newcastle Civic Centre, but this year it finishes at Grey’s Monument. That switch gives the parade a packed, photogenic end-point in the heart of the city, and it’s an obvious win for anyone who wants to linger and enjoy speeches and performances afterwards. Organisers tell us the move reflects a desire to make the march more accessible and to centre visibility where people already gather, and that means more room for crowds, banners and that unmistakable Pride colour. If you’re meeting friends, pick a landmark like the Monument or one of the nearby cafes , it’s easier than trying to find someone near the Civic Centre exit.
High-profile voices , why Dame Kelly Holmes matters this year
Dame Kelly Holmes isn’t just a surprise speaker, she’s a symbolic one; she’ll also start the Pride 5K on the Friday. Having an Olympic legend on the bill gives the weekend gravitas at a moment when public support feels important. Organisers say the line-up aims to reflect the event’s community-led priorities , joy, togetherness and visibility , and a familiar face helps draw media and new attendees alike. For locals, it’s a reminder that Pride in Newcastle is both a celebration and a statement of support in a tricky national climate.
A city-wide festival , Curious Arts and venue diversity
This year Curious Arts takes the reins and has spread events across the city: the Theatre Royal, Northern Stage and Times Square all host parts of the programme. That approach creates variety , formal panel discussions and intimate theatre events mix with the big outdoor party vibe. It’s useful if you want quieter moments as well as the mainstage spectacle: book theatre slots in advance, but save some time for spontaneous street-level performances. The mixed-venue model also helps footfall across town, which local businesses will welcome.
Music, drag and club hits , who’s on the Times Square stage
If you’re coming for the music, Times Square promises a lively and varied bill: Girls Aloud alum Nadine Coyle brings pop familiarity, Drag Race UK winner Danny Beard will deliver the sass and camp, and Katy B is there for the dancefloor moments. That mix shows organisers are aiming for broad appeal, from pop nostalgia to contemporary club energy. Expect late-night crowds and sticky-floor dance-offs; if you prefer a calmer experience, arrive early or plan a nearby quiet spot to retreat to between acts.
Practical tips , getting there, staying safe and joining the fun
Plan travel early: central roads will be busy and some closures are likely around the Civic Centre and Grey’s Monument. If you’re running the 5K, register ahead and leave plenty of time to warm up. For families or accessibility needs, aim to position yourselves near the Monument’s flatter approaches or check Newcastle Pride’s website for guidance on viewing areas and facilities. Bring a refillable bottle, layer up for unpredictable summer weather, and charge your phone , you’ll want photos, and you’ll want to be able to find mates.
It's a small change that can make every march feel bigger and brighter.
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