Best Local LGBTQ+ Reporting: How LOOKOUT Won Big at the 2026 AAN Awards
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Shoppers have noticed local newsrooms doing more than headlines , and owners of community trust are being rewarded. LOOKOUT, the Southwest’s nonprofit LGBTQ+ newsroom, took four honours at the 2026 Association of Alternative Newsmedia awards in Palm Springs, a win that spotlights investigative and community-centred journalism that matters.
Essential Takeaways
Big night: LOOKOUT earned four AAN awards, including top prizes for investigative reporting and LGBTQ+ coverage.
Investigative impact: Celina Jiménez’s series on law enforcement responses to violence against LGBTQ+ people won AAN Excellence in Journalism.
Beat reporting recognised: Tori Gantz won for body of work on queerness and far‑right politics and for the Eyes on the State newsletter.
Broader ambition: A reported series on why LGBTQ+ Arizonans are leaving won third place, showing range from accountability to service journalism.
A standout moment for community-centred journalism
This felt like one of those nights when local reporting gets to shine in full colour, not just as obligation but as craft. According to the awards announcement, LOOKOUT collected four accolades at the AAN ceremony in Palm Springs, underscoring that hyperlocal, independent journalism can deliver deep investigations and dependable public service. The wins give the newsroom both validation and visibility , useful when you’re trying to hold systems to account and also help readers navigate daily life.
Why the investigative series mattered
Celina Jiménez’s Under the Badge struck judges as the kind of reporting that prompts change, praised for strong sourcing and storytelling. The series mapped how law enforcement across Arizona handles violence targeting LGBTQ+ people, revealing systemic gaps. That mix of on‑the‑ground detail and broader pattern-spotting is exactly what investigative beats are for; if you’re choosing where to donate or subscribe, work like this shows the civic value of small newsrooms.
Local beats that make national trends feel human
Tori Gantz’s prizewinning work on the intersection of queerness and far‑right politics reads like local reporting with big consequences. Judges noted how she localised national trends through community-driven stories, and her Eyes on the State newsletter was singled out as clear, well‑reported and essential reading. For readers, a tight legislative newsletter is a practical lifeline during turbulent sessions , it tells you what affects you, in plain language, without the noise.
Escaping Arizona: reporting that captures a choice and a feeling
The third-place nod for Escaping Arizona , a series exploring why LGBTQ+ residents are leaving the state , highlights the newsroom’s ambition and empathy. Judges praised the scope and leadership behind the reporting, which combines personal stories with political context. That kind of work doesn’t just explain a trend, it helps explain how it feels to live through it, which matters when policymakers and communities are weighing responses.
Leadership and what the awards mean going forward
LOOKOUT’s founder and editor-in-chief received an individual Spirit of AAN Award, recognising leadership and service to independent journalism. It’s a reminder that building a newsroom is as much about relationships and trust as it is about scoops. The team’s rapid rise since launching in 2022 suggests sustainable models for niche, nonprofit outlets can work , especially when the reporting is both ambitious and rooted in community needs.
It's a small change that can make local accountability journalism more durable and more useful for readers.
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