Best Local Leadership: Why Equality Florida Action PAC Endorses Mayor Ken Welch for Re-Election
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Shoppers are turning to local races for big change , Equality Florida Action PAC has endorsed St. Petersburg Mayor Ken Welch for re-election, citing inclusive leadership and concrete actions that matter to LGBTQ+ residents and visitors across the city. Here’s what the endorsement means for voters, local politics, and community life.
Essential Takeaways
Strong endorsement: Equality Florida Action PAC publicly backed Mayor Ken Welch for re-election, praising his record on LGBTQ+ inclusion and safety. 
Measurable wins: Under Welch, St. Petersburg maintained a perfect Municipal Equality Index score, signalling formal progress on city policies. 
Visible support: The mayor has expanded the LGBTQ+ liaison role, raised the Pride flag at City Hall, and championed Pride-wrapped steps as a symbolic welcome. 
Broad coalition: The endorsement joins support from labour groups, elected officials, faith leaders, and public safety unions, illustrating cross-community backing. 
Why this endorsement matters now
Equality Florida Action PAC is the state’s largest LGBTQ political committee, and their backing sends a clear message beyond a simple campaign boost. The PAC framed its endorsement as recognition of “courage and leadership” at a time when statewide debates over LGBTQ+ rights are intense, and that kind of validation can sway donors, volunteers and undecided voters. For residents, the endorsement feels like more than symbolism; it’s a stamp that the city’s leadership is defending dignity and access when it counts.
What Mayor Welch has actually done , policies and pageantry
The mayor’s team points to a string of concrete actions: keeping a perfect Municipal Equality Index score, expanding an LGBTQ+ liaison inside the Mayor’s Office, and publicly flying the Pride flag at City Hall each year. Those moves are practical and visible , the Pride-wrapped City Hall steps during Pride Month 2026 are the kind of gesture that shows values in daylight, not just on paper. According to municipal equality metrics used nationwide, those policy measures matter when businesses, visitors and residents assess how welcoming a city is.
How this fits into wider political and community trends
Local elections have become a frontline for national culture wars, and municipal leaders who prioritise inclusion are increasingly targeted or praised depending on the audience. Equality Florida’s endorsement follows a broader pattern: civic groups and PACs are concentrating resources on city-level races because local policy affects daily life , from public safety to business support. The endorsement joins a growing roster of local leaders who are doubling down on inclusive governance as both an ethical stance and an economic strategy.
Practical takeaway for voters and local activists
If you live in St. Petersburg and care about LGBTQ+ protections, the endorsement is a useful shortcut for evaluating candidates. Look beyond headlines: check municipal ratings like the Municipal Equality Index, ask whether a candidate supports staffed liaison roles or city-level business supports for minority-owned firms, and see if they’ve taken public, repeat actions that signal commitment. Volunteering, small donations and showing up at community forums make a real difference in turnout-driven local contests.
Coalition-building and what comes next
The endorsement isn’t only from LGBTQ-focused groups; it’s accompanied by labour unions, faith leaders, first-responder organisations and elected officials from across the region. That kind of cross-sector support suggests Welch’s appeal is built on coalition politics rather than narrow identity appeals. Moving forward, the campaign will likely lean into both the symbolic wins , flags, events, civic art , and policy wins that keep the city’s inclusive reputation intact while addressing cost-of-living and safety concerns residents raise.
It's a small change that can make every resident feel more welcome.
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