Best Pride Flag Response: How Bishops Diocesan’s Gesture Sparked Debate
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Shoppers of opinion and alumni alike have been talking after Bishops Diocesan College in Cape Town flew a Pride flag for two days in June, a short, symbolic nod to LGBTQ inclusion that has split parents, past pupils and staff and turned a routine school gesture into a heated community conversation.
Essential Takeaways
What happened: Bishops flew a rotating “cause” flag , the Pride flag , for two days during Pride Month as a sign of inclusion.
Reaction split: The Old Diocesan Committee asked for a neutral replacement, arguing flags invite division; others called that stance exclusionary.
Community pushback: Actors, alumni and an independent “Supporting a Progressive Bishops” group rallied in support of keeping the gesture.
Policy demand: Critics want a published, consistent flag policy covering all contested flags so the school isn’t choosing case by case.
Mood and texture: The row feels personal and public , quiet corridors at the school and a noisy online debate, with alumni identity and student wellbeing at stake.
A small flag, a big row: immediate fallout and feeling on the ground
The simplest act , raising a Pride flag for two days , landed with an unexpectedly loud thud. Parents, staff and alumni noticed the splash of colour and reactions followed fast, with some welcoming the visual sign of support and others seeing it as an unnecessary political pick. According to local reporting, the flap has been personal as well as principled; social media posts and letters have amplified emotion and made the debate feel very immediate.
For many supporters, the flag signalled safety and welcome in a place where teen boys may be quietly navigating identity. For opponents, it signalled alignment on a contested issue that, they argue, a school should avoid making explicit. That tension , gesture versus neutrality , is what has turned a two-day event into a full community conversation.
The alumni pushback: neutrality, policy and the Old Diocesan Committee
The Old Diocesan Committee asked the school to replace the Pride flag with something "neutral" like Saint George’s, arguing flags can be read as taking sides. Their letter suggested a single, written flag policy should guide what goes up and when, to prevent ongoing disputes over Palestinian, Ukrainian or other contested flags. That call for consistency has a practical logic: decide a rule and stick to it, rather than negotiating flag by flag.
But the committee’s wording and tone upset some former pupils and staff, who felt the demand dismissed the value of visible support for marginalised students. The row shows how governance and symbolism collide: a neat policy could reduce friction, but it might also be used to limit symbolic gestures that some call essential.
Voices that took a stand: alumni and staff who walked away
Not everyone stayed neutral. Actor Anton Taylor publicly cut ties with the current Bishops Old Boys Union in protest, accusing the ODC of “targeting gay people” and urging alumni to back the progressive camp. An independent Supporting a Progressive Bishops group has gathered signatures, staff backing and anonymous student voices, showing there’s organised support for the school keeping visible, short-term gestures of inclusion.
These reactions underline a cultural split: some alumni see visible flags as a necessary acknowledgement of students’ realities, while others worry about endless precedents. Either way, the debate has mobilised people who rarely feel compelled to speak up about school symbolism.
Context and precedent: flags, causes and how schools behave
Bishops has a history of flying a rotating third flag for causes , from Black Lives Matter to cancer awareness, Movember, and even sports support. That practice set the stage: once a school chooses to make a flagpole a platform for causes, deciding which causes are appropriate becomes harder. Critics point out that without a clear policy, every future flag will generate a fresh argument.
Schools across the world face this dilemma. According to local coverage and community reaction, the core question becomes less about any single flag and more about the role a school should play in signalling values. Is symbolic visibility part of pastoral care, or does it risk alienating portions of a diverse community?
Practical takeaways for other schools and parents
If your school is considering similar gestures, here are simple, practical steps: publish a clear flag policy that explains criteria and rotation; consult students and staff so gestures match pastoral needs; communicate reasons publicly and plainly to reduce speculation; and remember that short, visible acts of support can matter deeply to minority students. The way Bishops’ community has rallied on both sides shows that clarity and conversation often head off the loudest rows.
This dispute is about more than fabric on a pole , it’s about belonging, governance and what gesture means in a community with long traditions and loud alumni. It’s a reminder that small symbols can have big effects.
It's a small change that can make every student feel seen , or start a years-long argument; better to decide clearly and kindly.
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