Best Pop‑Up Venues in Belfast: Lavery’s Brings Electric Light Station Back to Life
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Shoppers and festivalgoers are buzzing as Lavery’s announces a bold pop‑up plan to transform the historic Belfast Electric Light Station into a live venue for Belfast Pride and the Fleadh , a dramatic reuse of a derelict civic landmark that promises music, comedy and a vivid reminder of the city’s industrial past.
Essential Takeaways
Historic setting: The Electric Light Station is Belfast’s earliest municipal power station and a rare surviving piece of local industrial heritage.
Two major events: Lavery’s will host a Pride all‑day party and a one‑night comedy takeover, then programme multiple events across Fleadh week.
Big crowds expected: The Fleadh Cheoil na hÉireann will bring hundreds of thousands of visitors to the city in August.
Unique atmosphere: Expect a raw, atmospheric space with a sturdy, industrial feel and an intimate live experience.
Practical note: Events span late July through early August , check listings for exact times and line‑ups.
A striking reuse: industrial bones meet festival energy
This is a proper feel‑good retrofit , a building that once powered Belfast will briefly power nights out again, but in a very different register. The Electric Light Station’s brick and metal bones give festival programming a gritty, cinematic backdrop you don’t get in a modern bar. Lavery’s is clearly leaning into that contrast: historic architecture plus loud live music and comedy equals memorable nights.
Why Lavery’s picked this venue and what it means for the city
Lavery’s is swapping its familiar bar rooms for something larger and moodier, tapping into Belfast’s appetite for creative reuse. According to local briefings, organisers see the takeover as a way to showcase culture across Pride and the Fleadh while activating a long‑unused civic asset. For residents, it’s a welcome reminder that old buildings can have new public lives rather than sitting empty.
What to expect across Pride weekend and the comedy night
The Pride takeover promises an all‑day party vibe , think colourful, communal, and celebratory. Then, for one night only, Lavery’s Comedy Club moves its popular line‑up into the station: local names like Ciaran Bartlett, Diona Doherty and Aaron Butler will be on the bill, delivering stand‑up in an atmospheric space that’ll feel both intimate and slightly anarchic. If you’re a comedy fan, arrive early to soak up the setting , your phone photos will thank you.
Fleadh week programming: traditional music in an industrial shell
The Fleadh Cheoil na hÉireann is the world’s largest celebration of traditional Irish music and culture, and Belfast is gearing up for an influx of performers and visitors. Lavery’s plans multiple events through the Fleadh week, offering a fringe‑style counterpart to the city’s civic stages. For festivalgoers, this is a chance to catch spontaneous sessions and curated concerts in a venue that won’t feel like a sterile concert hall , expect lively, close‑up sets.
Practical tips: tickets, travel and enjoying the space
Check Lavery’s website and official Fleadh listings for ticket releases and capacity details , the reclaimed power station will likely have limited standing room and a stronger sense of closeness than a regular gig space. If you’re coming from out of town, factor in the crowds during Fleadh week and book transport or parking early. And wear comfortable shoes: industrial floors and late nights call for sensible footwear.
It's a small change that can make Belfast’s festival scene feel bigger and more imaginative.
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