Best New Castle Prism Initiative Block Party: Celebrate Community and Support Year-Round LGBTQ+ Services
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Mark your calendars: organisers are throwing a lively one‑year anniversary block party and vendor fair in New Castle on Sunday, July 19, bringing neighbours, food trucks, live music and fundraising together to support a local LGBTQ+ centre that stays open beyond Pride Month.
Essential Takeaways
When and where: The block party runs noon–5pm at Third Independent Presbyterian Church, 1315 E. Washington St., New Castle.
Why it matters: Funds raised help sustain year‑round services , food, clothing, gender‑affirming care and community programming.
What to expect: Community vendors, food trucks, crafts, games, music, flash tattoos and educational activities; centre tours available.
Accessibility note: Parking, including accessible spaces, is available on East Washington Street; Adams Street lot closed during the event.
Get involved: Prospective vendors or volunteers can email ncprism123@gmail.com to sign up or ask questions.
A joyful anniversary with a purpose
The Prism Initiative’s block party sounds like a proper neighbourhood do , bright bunting, the smell of street food and people catching up on a warm afternoon. According to local reporting, organisers want the event to celebrate one year of the centre while also boosting funds to keep it running into the future. It’s the kind of community fest that feels social and practical at once.
Services that run all year, not just in June
While Pride Month brings a spotlight to LGBTQ+ causes, the Prism Initiative emphasises steady support through the year. The centre is open Tuesday to Friday, noon–5pm, offering essentials like food and clothing and helping people access gender‑affirming care. That regular presence is what makes the fundraising element so important , it keeps the lights on and programmes going.
What’s on the programme , something for most tastes
Expect a mix of vendor stalls, crafts, flash tattoos and music, alongside educational programming and support resources. For families or people looking for lower‑key activities, there will be games and community tables to browse. Visitors can also tour the centre and speak to organisers about services and volunteering opportunities.
Practical tips for visitors
If you’re planning to go, aim to arrive earlier rather than later to beat queues for popular food trucks and to nab accessible parking on East Washington Street. Bring cash just in case some vendors prefer it, but many stalls may accept cards. If you or someone you know might want to set up a stall, email ncprism123@gmail.com to register ahead of time.
A small centre making a big local impact
Local coverage and community pages note that the Prism Initiative fills a clear need in Lawrence County , creating a safe, affirming space where people can build mutual aid networks, attend movie nights, support groups and drag shows. Events like this block party do more than celebrate; they help cement those networks for the year ahead.
It's a small change that can make every visit to the centre a little more sustainable and welcoming.
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