Best Local Queer Art Shows to Watch After Wicklow Pride’s Queer Art Expo
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Spotlighting a growing local arts scene, Wicklow Pride’s Queer Art Expo drew a warm crowd to Blessington Tourist Office and gave emerging artists a real moment , from meeting peers to making that first sale. Here’s why small, local Pride art shows matter, who’s taking part, and how to get the most from these friendly creative nights.
Essential Takeaways
Community vibe: The expo felt convivial and inclusive, with live music, refreshments and a steady stream of visitors. 
Emerging talent: Young artists, including recent exhibitor Cora Porter, used the show to connect and sell original work. 
Mixed mediums on display: Paintings, embroidery, ceramics, sketches and digital pieces offered a tactile, varied experience. 
Accessible format: Small venues like Blessington Tourist Office make queer art events inviting for families and new audiences. 
Practical perks: Exhibitors enjoyed networking, feedback and inspiration , plus the boost of seeing a piece find a home.
Why a small Pride art expo can feel much bigger than it looks
A compact gallery packed with people laughing, listening to live music and peering closely at work feels unexpectedly electric, and that’s what Wicklow’s event delivered. For a young artist, hearing someone explain why they love a piece is powerful; for visitors, it’s a chance to meet makers rather than buy from a screen. According to local organisers, the show builds on last year’s success and keeps drawing neighbourhood interest, which helps make the art feel relevant and immediate.
Young artists find confidence , and customers
For 19-year-old Cora Porter, the expo was more than display space; it was a milestone. She chatted with fellow makers, showcased her mixed-media floral series and sold a piece , the kind of encouragement that sticks. Many small Pride exhibitions act as stepping stones: students and hobbyists test materials, try live selling and learn how an audience reacts. If you’re an emerging maker, bring business cards, small affordable pieces and a simple price list to make buying easy.
A mix of mediums keeps visitors moving and curious
One of the strengths of community expos is the variety. That night featured everything from ink floral drawings and charcoal sketches to embroidery and ceramics, so there was always something tactile or surprising to gaze at. Curators say mixing disciplines helps visitors cross their comfort zones , a ceramics fan might leave wanting a framed sketch. If you attend, wear comfortable shoes and take your time; these shows reward slow looking.
Local organisers make Pride art shows feel welcoming
Wicklow’s event grew from an idea by a Pride volunteer who knew the Tourist Office’s walls already showed local artwork throughout the year. That kind of insider knowledge makes pop-up galleries seem effortless and approachable. Small teams often add live music, a raffle or kids’ elements to widen appeal, and local press coverage helps more people hear about the nights. If you want more events like this, volunteer, suggest venues or share posts , grassroots energy keeps them going.
How to support queer artists at local exhibitions
Showing up is the simplest gesture: buy a postcard, share a photo, or ask about commissions. If you’re an artist, consider offering affordable prints alongside originals and display clear labels about medium and size. For families, these shows are great gentle introductions to LGBTQ+ visibility through creativity. Looking ahead, expect more county-wide Pride projects and artist collaborations as community confidence grows.
It's a small change that can make every creative voice feel seen.
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